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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR § 1.378(b), to reinstate the above-identified
patent, filed March 28, 2011.

The petition is DISMISSED.

Any further petition to revive the above-identified application must be submitted within TWO
(2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) are
permitted. The reconsideration request should include a cover letter entitled “Petition urider

37 CFR 1.378(e).” This is not final agency action within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704.

Background

y The patent issued November 18, 1997. Patentee could have paid the seven and one-half (7'%)
year maintenance fee between November 18, 2004 and May 18, 2005, without a surcharge, or
within the six (6) month grace period between May 19, 2005 and November 18, 2005. Patentee
failed to do so; accordingly, the patent became expired on November 19, 2005. Patentee also
could have paid the eleven and one half (11'2) year maintenance fee between November 18,
2008 and May 18, 2009, without a surcharge, or within the six (6) month grace period between
May 19, 2009 and November 18, 2009.

The present petition

Patentee/petitioner files the present petition and maintenance fees for the seven and one-half
(7'2) year maintenance fee and eleven and one half (11%) year maintenance fee; however, no
surcharge has been filed. Petitioner provides that the payment of the maintenance fees was
unavoidably delayed due to Petitioner’s financial hardship from a medical condition that left him
disabled and unable to work full time. In support of the petition, Petitioner files copies of letters
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from the Social Security Administration dated April 7, 2006 and June 2, 2006 respectively. The
April 7, 2006 letter concerns Petitioner’s Plan for Achieving Self Support (PASS), and requests
more information to decide if Petitioner had been following his plan and whether SSA could
extend the plan. Of note is that the letter states that petitioner’s current plan has been in effect
since July, 2005.

The June 2, 2006 letter notes that Social Security has sent petitioner extra money in order to
finance his PASS, and required proof that petitioner had been following his plan’s milestones
and proof of Petitioner’s PASS purchases. Of note is that this letter stated that Petitioner’s PASS
was approved in September, 2005, but that funds approved were for Petitioner’s employment
goal of Plumbing Consultant/Instructor only. “No PASS Funds were approved for Petitioner’s
patent or plumbing invention.”

Applicable Law, Rules and MPEP

37 CFR 1.378(b) provides that a patent may be reinstated at any time following expiration of the
patent for failure to timely pay a maintenance fee. A petition to accept late payment of a
maintenance fee, where the delay was unavoidable, must include:

(A) the required maintenance fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.20(e)-(g);

(B) the surcharge set forth in 37 CFR 1.20(i)(1); and

(C) a showing that the delay was unavoidable since reasonable care was taken to ensure
that the maintenance fee would be paid timely and that the petition was filed promptly
after the patentee was notified of, or otherwise became aware of, the expiration of the
patent.

Opinion

As to (A), Patentee files the instant petition and avers that a check in the amount of $3,295.00
was filed with the petition. However, A review of Office finance records show that the Office
has not received payment of the seven and one-half (7'%) year maintenance fee or the eleven and
one half (11'%) year maintenance fee.

As to (B), Petitioner is advised that before the merits of the petition may be considered, the
appropriate surcharge is required. The required surcharge after expiration of the patent where the
late payment is asserted to have been unavoidable is currently $700.00.

Petitioner must submit the appropriate maintenance fee and surcharge before a petition under 37
CFR_1.378(b) may be considered on its merits.

As to (C), the following information regarding the unavoidable standard is provided:

The unavoidable and unintentional standards

A. Unavoidable

37 CFR 1.378(b) requires a showing that the delay in paying the maintenance fee was
unavoidable despite reasonable care being taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be
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timely paid. The required showing must enumerate the steps taken to ensure timely payment of
the maintenance fee, the date and the manner in which patentee became aware of the expiration
of the patent, and the steps taken to file the petition promptly. Furthermore, an adequate showing
requires a statement by all persons with direct knowledge of the cause of the delay, setting forth
the facts as they know them. Copies of all documentary evidence referred to in a statement
should be furnished as exhibits to the statement. (Emphasis supplied).

As language in 35 U.S.C. § 41(c)(1) is identical to that in 35 U.S.C. § 133 (i.e., “unavoidable”
delay), a late maintenance fee for the unavoidable delay standard is considered under the same
standard for reviving an abandoned application under 35 U.S.C. § 133. See Ray v. Lehman, 55
F.3d 606, 608-09, 34 USPQ2d 1786, 1787 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (quoting In re Patent No. 4,409,763,
7 USPQ2d 1798, 1800 (Comm’r Pat. 1988), aff 'd sub nom. Rydeen v. Quigg, 748 F. Supp. 900,
16 USPQ2d 1876 (D.D.C. 1990), aff 'd, 937 F.2d 623 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (table), cert. denied, 502
U.S. 1075 (1992)). See MPEP § 711.03(c) for a general discussion of the “unavoidable” delay
standard.

Because 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) requires the payment of fees at specified intervals to maintain a patent
in force, rather than some response to a specific action by the Office under 35 U.S.C. § 133, a
reasonably prudent person in the exercise of due care and diligence would have taken steps to
ensure the timely payment of such maintenance fees. Ray, 55 F.3d at 609, 34 USPQ2d at 1788.

That is, an adequate showing that the delay in payment of the maintenance fee at issue was
“unavoidable” within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) and 37 CFR 1.378(b)(3) requires a
showing of the steps taken to ensure the timely payment of the maintenance fees for this patent.
Id. Thus, where the record fails to disclose that the patentee took reasonable steps, or discloses
that the patentee took no steps, to ensure timely payment of the maintenance fee, 35 U.S.C. 41(c)
and 37 CFR 1.378(b)(3) preclude acceptance of the delayed payment of the maintenance fee
under 37 CFR 1.378(b).

35 U.S.C. § 41(c)(1) does not require an affirmative finding that the delay was unavoidable, but
only an explanation as to why petitioner has failed to carry the burden to establish that the delay
was unavoidable. Cf. Commissariat A. L’Energie Atomique v. Watson, 274 F. 2d 594, 597, 124
USPQ 126, 128 (D.C. Cir. 1960) (35 U.S.C. § 133 does not require the Director to affirmatively
find that the delay was unavoidable, but only to explain why applicant’s petition was unavailing).
Petitioner is reminded that it is the patentee’s burden under the statutes and regulations to make a
showing to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that the delay in payment of a maintenance fee
is unavoidable. See, Rydeen v. Quigg, 748 F. Supp. 900, 16 USPQ2d 1876 (D.D.C. 1990), aff’d
937 F.2d 623 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (table), cert. denied, 502 U.S. 1075 (1992); Ray v. Lehman, supra.

In view of the requirement to enumerate the steps taken to ensure timely payment of the
maintenance fee, the patentee’s lack of knowledge of the need to pay the maintenance fee

and the failure to receive the Maintenance Fee Reminder do not constitute unavoidable delay.
See Patent No. 4,409,763, supra. See also Final Rule entitled “Final Rules for Patent
Maintenance Fees,” published in the Federal Register at 49 Fed. Reg. 34716, 34722-23 (August
31, 1984), and republished in the Official Gazette at 1046 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 28, 34
(September 25, 1984). Under the statutes and rules, the Office has no duty to notify patentees of
the requirement to pay maintenance fees or to notify patentees when the maintenance fees are
due. It is solely the responsibility of the patentee to assure that the maintenance fee is timely
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paid to prevent expiration of the patent. The lack of knowledge of the requirement to pay a
maintenance fee and the failure to receive the Maintenance Fee Reminder will not shift the
burden of monitoring the time for paying a maintenance fee from the patentee to the Office.
Thus, evidence that despite reasonable care on behalf of the patentee and/or the patentee’s
agents, and reasonable steps to ensure timely payment, the maintenance fee was unavoidably not
paid, could be submitted in support of an argument that the delay in payment was unavoidable.

Moreover, the Patent and Trademark Office must rely on the actions or inactions of duly
authorized and voluntarily chosen representatives of the applicant, and applicant is bound by the
consequences of those actions or inactions. Link v. Wabash, 370 U.S. 626, 633-34 (1962);
Huston v. Ladner, 973 F.2d 1564, 1567, 23 USPQ2d 1910, 1913 (Fed. Cir. 1992); see also
Haines v. Quigg, 673 F. Supp. 314, 317, 5 USPQ2d 1130, 1132 (D.N. Ind. 1987). Specifically,
petitioner's delay caused by the actions or inactions of his voluntarily chosen representative does
not constitute unavoidable delay within the meaning of 35 USC 133 or 37 CFR 1.137(a). Haines
v. Quigg, 673 F. Supp. 314, 5 USPQ2d 1130 (D. Ind. 1987); Smith v. Diamond, 209 USPQ
1091 (D.D.C. 1981); Potter v. Dann, 201 USPQ 574 (D.D.C. 1978); Ex parte Murray, 1891
Dec. Comm'r Pat. 130, 131 (Comm'r Pat. 1891). In re Mattullath, 38 App. D.C. 497, 514-15
(1912)(quoting Ex parte Pratt, 1887 Dec. Comm’r Pat. 31, 32-33 (1887)); see also Winkler v.
Ladd, 221 F. Supp. 550, 552, 138 USPQ 666, 167-68 (D.D.C. 1963), aff’d, 143 USPQ 172 (D.C.
Cir. 1963); Ex parte Henrich, 1913 Dec. Comm’r Pat. 139, 141 (1913).

As noted above, a delay resulting from the lack of knowledge or improper application of the
patent statute, rules of practice or the MPE does not constitute “unavoidable” delay.

Also, as noted above, under the statutes and rules, the Office has no duty to notify patentees of
the requirement to pay maintenance fees or to notify patentees when the maintenance fees are
due. It is solely the responsibility of the patentee to assure that the maintenance fee is timely paid
to prevent expiration of the patent. The lack of knowledge of the requirement to pay a
maintenance fee will not shift the burden of monitoring the time for paying a maintenance fee
from the patentee to the Office.

Further to this, the MPEP provides:

Delay resulting from the lack of knowledge or improper application of the patent

statute, rules of practice or the MPEP, however, does not constitute “unavoidable” delay.
See Haines, 673 F. Supp. at 317, 5 USPQ2d at 1132; Vincent v. Mossinghoff,

230 USPQ 621, 624 (D.D.C. 1985); Smith v. Diamond, 209 USPQ 1091 (D.D.C.

1981); Potter v. Dann, 201 USPQ 574 (D.D.C. 1978); Ex parte Murray, 1891 Dec.
Comm’r Pat. 130, 131 (1891). For example, as 37 CFR 1.116 and 1.135(b) are manifest
that proceedings concerning an amendment after final rejection will not operate to avoid
abandonment of the application in the absence of a timely and proper appeal, a delay is
not “unavoidable” when the applicant simply permits the maximum extendable statutory
period for reply to a final Office action to expire while awaiting a notice of allowance or
other action. Likewise, as a “reasonably prudent person” would file papers or fees in
compliance with 37 CFR 1.8 or 1.10 to ensure their timely filing in the USPTO, as well
as preserve adequate evidence of such filing, a delay caused by an applicant’s failure to
file papers or fees in compliance with 37 CFR 1.8 and 1.10 does not constitute
“unavoidable” delay. See Krahn, 15 USPQ2d at 1825. Finally, a delay caused by an
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applicant’s lack of knowledge or improper application of the patent statute, rules of
practice or the MPEP is not rendered ‘“‘unavoidable” due to: (A) the applicant’s reliance
upon oral advice from USPTO employees; or (B) the USPTQO'’s failure to advise the
applicant of any deficiency in sufficient time to permit the applicant to take corrective
action. See In re Sivertz, 227 USPQ 255, 256 (Comm’r Pat. 1985). (Emphasis supplied).

Unavoidable Delay Based Upon Financial Difficulty

A showing of “unavoidable” delay based upon financial difficulty must establish that the
responsible party (i.e., an individual or the company) lacked the financial resources to pay the
issue fee for the above-identified application in a timely manner. To establish that the
responsible party did not have the financial resources to pay the maintenance fee during the
relevant period, petitioner should provide a month by month accounting of the responsible
party’s income, profits, credits, and assets, as well as monthly obligations, expenses and bills
(such as rent, mortgage, insurance, medical costs, utilities, etc.). Petitioner should also explain
how much disposable income or profits the responsible party had on a monthly basis, which
could have been used to pay the issue fee in a timely manner. Petitioner must provide the Office
with copies of any documents that could confirm the responsible party’s financial difficulty
during the entire period from November 19, 2005, until the date of the filing of a grantable

petition.

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed
in a patent application that may contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as
social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers (other than a check
or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never
required by the USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal
information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, petitioners/applicants should
consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to
the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available
to the public after publication of the application (unless a non-publication request in
compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a patent.
Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if
the application is referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14).
Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are
not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

Moreover, an adequate showing that the delay in payment of the maintenance fee at issue was
“unavoidable” within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) and 37 CFR 1.378(b)(3) requires a
showing of the steps taken to ensure the timely payment of the maintenance fees for this patent.
Id. Thus, where the record fails to disclose that the patentee took reasonable steps, or discloses
that the patentee took no steps, to ensure timely payment of the maintenance fee, 35 U.S.C. 41(c)
and 37 CFR 1.378(b)(3) preclude acceptance of the delayed payment of the maintenance fee
under 37 CFR 1.378(b).

The rule requires a showing that the delay was unavoidable since reasonable care was taken to
ensure that the maintenance fee would be paid timely. The applicable law, rules and MPEP
require a showing as to the steps taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be timely paid.
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Unavoidable Delay Based Upon Incapacity

In a petition to reinstate an expired patent based upon illness, Patentee must demonstrate that his
illness was debilitating to the point that it prevented the patentee from conducting his most
important business from the time that the maintenance fee was due until the filing of the petition
The standard requires no more or greater care or diligence than is generally used and observed by
prudent and careful men in relation to their most important business. The Rule requires that the
patentee account for the entire delay, from the time that payment of the maintenance fee was due,
to the time of filing a grantable petition.

Moreover, assuming patentee is able to demonstrate that he has been debilitated to the extent that
he was unable to conduct his most important business for the entire period of delay, a statement
from all persons with direct knowledge of the cause of the delay is required, to include any
persons who conducted business on behalf of the patentee for the entire period of delay.

Regarding submission of medical information, Patentee is also advised to redact (remove) from
any copies of medical records or other documents any and all information relating to social
security numbers and other personal information, i.e. telephone numbers, addresses etc., that
would compromise Petitioners privacy.

Petitioner’s current options

I. Petitioner may file a request for reconsideration. -

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for reconsideration must be filed within
TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. The petition for reconsideration should
be entitled “Petition for Reconsideration under 37 CFR 1.378(b).” Any petition for
reconsideration of this decision must be accompanied by the petition fee and maintenance fees.

After a decision on the petition for reconsideration, no further reconsideration or review of the
matter will be undertaken by the Commissioner. Therefore, it is extremely important that
petitioner supply any and all relevant information and documentation with his request for
reconsideration. The Director’s decision will be based solely on the administrative record in
existence. Petitioner should remember that it is not enough that the delay was unavoidable;
petitioner must prove that the delay was unavoidable. A petition will not be granted if petitioner
provides insufficient evidence to ‘show’ that the delay was unavoidable. Therefore, if a request
for reconsideration is filed, it must establish that the entire delay in the submission of the
maintenance fee was unavoidable.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:

By mail: Mail Stop PETITIONS
Director for Patents
PO Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By FAX: (571) 273-8300
Attn: Office of Petitions
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By hand: Customer Service Window
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
3232.

/DLW/

Derek L. Woods
Attorney ‘
Office of Petitions
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Application No.: 08/727,057 , :  DECISION

Filing or 371(c) Date: 10/08/1996 :  ON PETITION
Title of Invention: SEWER BACKUP
INDICATOR APPARATUS

This is a decision on the correspondence filed September 14, 2011, requesting a return of late
maintenance fees. '

A refund of the maintenance fee has been scheduled via Treasury Check

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
3232. '

/DLW/

Derek L. Woods
Attorney
Office of Petitions
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5861172 1899-01-19 08/727,100 1896-10-08 P30048C2

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Dara L Dinner/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-03-29

Name

Dara L Dinner

Registration Number

33680

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2861172
Issue Date: January 19,1999
Application No. 08727100 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)
Filed: October 8,1996

Attorney Docket No. P30048-C2

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed March 29,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of March 29,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.
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Nada Jain

NADA JAIN, P.C. Al
560 White Plains Road MAILED
Tarrytown, NY 10591 FEB 1420"

OFFICE OF PETTIONS
In re Patent of Darzynkiewicz et al.
Patent No. 5,912,126
Issue Date: June 15, 1999 : Decision on Petition
Application No. 08/727,509
Filing Date: October 22, 2006
Attorney Docket No. 1080/0011US1

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(b), filed October 14, 2010, to reinstate the
above-identified patent. ' ‘

The petition is DISMISSED.
Facts
The patent issued June 15, 1999.

Petitioner hired Computer Patent Annuities Global, Ltd. (“CPA”) to track maintenance fee due
dates for the instant patent.

Catharine Crea, the Associate Dean for Research Administration for Petitioner, states, “CPA and
[Petitioner] have worked together to manage the docketing of a total of 5 patents.” Crea
Declaration, 9 20.

Crea describes a “business routine between [Petitioner] and CPA for docketing and ensuring
payment of maintenance fees is described below.” Id. at §10. Crea states, “Such system has not
substantially changed since [Petitioner] and CPA began working together, because it had proven
to be greatly successful and reliable.” /bid.

The business routine between Petitioner and CPA consisted of the followings steps:

1. CPA would send a letter notifying Petitioner when a maintenance fee became
payable,
2. The letter would be forwarded to the proper person to handle the matter,

3. Petitioner would internally approve payment of the fee,
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4. Petitioner would notify CPA that it is authorized to pay the fee,
S. CPA would pay the fee, and
6. CPA would send [Petitioner] an invoice for the fee.

The 3.5 year maintenance fee for the instant patent was due from June 15, 2002, to Monday,
December 16, 2002, or with a surcharge from December 17, 2002, to Monday, June 16, 2003.

On July 1, 2002, CPA sent a renewal notice to Petitioner. The notice asked if Petitioner wished
for CPA to pay the 3.5 year maintenance fee for the instant patent.

Stella Manne, the Director of Petitioner’s Technology Department, sent CPA instructions to pay
the fee on July 10, 2002.

CPA timely paid the 3.5 year maintenance fee on August 29, 2002.

Petitioner laid off Manne on October 27, 2005. Manne’s responsibilities, including the
management of intellectual property matters, were assigned to Crea, Manne’s supervisor. From
2006 to 2007, Crea managed 26 patents and patent applications on behalf of Petitioner.

Alison Goveia handled the distribution of all mail and packages received in the Office of
Research Administration at Petitioner during all the time periods at issue. After Manne was laid
~ off, Goveia was instructed to forward all mail addressed to Manne to Susan Dudick, Crea’s
administrative assistant.

Goveia has acknowledged she was aware of the need to forward Manne’s mail to Crea. Goveia
states, “I knew that all mail addressed to Dr. Manne was to be redirected to Associate Dean

Catherine Crea.” Govia Declaration, § 5.

Crea and Dudick reviewed mail Crea’s mail, and mail forwarded to Crea, daily and “Crea would
decide the appropriate response for each piece of mail.” /d. at § 28.

The 7.5 year maintenance fee for the instant patent was due from June 15, 2006 to December 15,
2006, or with a surcharge from December 16, 2006, to June 15, 2007.

CPA sent a reminder to Petitioner on June 30, 2006. The reminder indicated the 7.5 year
maintenance fee was due for the instant patent and asked if Petitioner wished for CPA to pay the
fee.

CPA did not receive a response to the June 30, 2006 reminder.

CPA sent a second reminder to Petitioner on September 1, 2006.

CPA did not receive a response to the September 1, 2006 reminder.

CPA sent a third reminder to Petitioner on December 29, 2006.
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CPA did not receive a response to the December 29, 2006 reminder.
CPA sent a fourth reminder to Petitioner on May 1, 2007.
CPA did not receive a response to the May 1, 2007 reminder.

Neither CPA nor Petitioner paid the 7.5 year maintenance fee and the patent expired June 16,
2007.

Crea states she never received any notice from CPA, or any other party, that the 7.5 year
maintenance fee was due for the instant patent.

On December 17, 2009, Crea learned, via an e-mail from Waldemar Comas, general counsel for
Petitioner, that the patent had expired.

For unclear reasons, Crea “believed that locating the physical, law firm patent prosecution file
would be helpful in resolving both the immediate problem ... as well as preventing future
non-payment maintenance fees for the instant patent.” Crea Declaration at § 37.

Prosecution of the application was handled by the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom, L.L.P. (“Skadden”). Crea contacted Skadden on December 30, 2009, and was informed
the file had been transferred to Stefan Kirchanski of Graham & James, L.L.P. (“Graham”) during
1998.

Crea sent an e-mail to Comas on December 31, 2009, asking him for help in finding Kirchanski.

On February 12, 2010, Crea sent an e-mail to Comas reminding him of the request she had made
in the e-mail sent December 31, 2009.

On March 18, 2010, Crea sent an e-mail to Comas reminding him of the prior two e-mails and
stating she was still waiting to receive the requested information.

The record fails to indicate Comas ever made any attempt to locate Kirchanski.

On or about May 5, 2010, Crea contacted Skadden in an attempt to obtain additional information
concerning Kirchanski. However, she was unable to obtain additional information.

On or about May 6, 2010, Crea contacted the licensee in an attempt to locate information
pertaining to Kirchanski. The licensee provided Crea with contact information for Kirchanski.

On an unidentified date, Crea learned the law firm of Graham & James had dissolved during July
2000. '

On or about May 7, 2010, Crea contacted Kirchanski to locate the file. Crea does not discuss the
substance of the conversation with Kirchanski.

~
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Crea states, on May 12, 2010, after her unsuccessful attempts to locate the physical file and
obtain additional information, she contacted the law firm of Nada Jain, P.C. to investigate the
matter and to take steps to reinstate the patent.

The instant petition was filed October 14, 2010.

Law
A grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.378(b) must be accompanied by a showing to the
satisfaction of the Director that the entire delay in paying the required maintenance fee from the

due date for the fee until the filing of a grantable petition pursuant to this paragraph was
unavoidable.

In order for a party to show unavoidable delay, the party must show “reasonable care was taken
to ensure that the maintenance fee would be promptly paid.”' The level of “reasonable care”
required to be shown is the same as the level of "care or diligence ... generally used and observed
by prudent and careful men in relation to their most important business."> When determining if a
period of delay has been shown to have been unavoidable, the Office will take “all the facts and
circumstances into account” and will decide each petition “on a case-by-case basis.”™

35 U.S.C. 41(c)(1) states, with emphasis added, “The Director may accept the payment of any
maintenance fee . . . after the six month grace period if the delay is shown to the satisfaction of
the Director to have been unavoidable.” Therefore, petitioner has the burden of proof. The
decision will be based solely on the written, administrative record in existence. A petition will
not be granted if petitioner provides insufficient evidence to “show” that the delay was
unavoidable.

The Office and Congress have recognized the unavoidable standard can be very difficult to meet.
During 1992, Congress considered the difficulty involved in reinstating a patent under the
unavoidable. Congressional representatives described the unavoidable standard as inflexible,
extremely hard to meet, too stringent and harsh.* Congress did NOT take steps to make the

H

' 37 CFR 1.378(b).

% In re Mattulath, 38 App. D.C. 497, 514-15 (D.C. Cir. 1912). See also Ray v. Lehman, 55 F.3d 606, 34 U.S.P.Q.2d
(BNA) 1786 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (citations omitted) ("[I]n determining whether a delay in paying a maintenance fee was
unavoidable, one looks to whether the party responsible for payment of the maintenance fee exercised the due care
of a reasonably prudent person.")

3 Smith v. Mossinghoff, 671 F.2d 533, 538,213 U.S.P.Q. (BNA) 977 (D.C. Cir. 1982).
% «[The unavoidable] standard has been found to be extremely hard to meet. Some patent owners have lost their
patent rights due to this inflexible standard.” 138 CONG. REC. S16613, 16614 (September 30, 1992) (Rep.
DeConcini) (emphasis added). "The unavoidable standard has proved to be too stringent in many cases.” - 138
CONG. REC. H1115 (October 3, 1992) (Rep. Hughes) (emphasis added). "The unavoidable standard is 'too
stringent. Some patent owners have lost their patent rights due to circumstances that do not warrant this harsh result,
but that could not be considered ‘unavoidable’ under current law." 138 CONG. REC. E1688 (June 4, 1992)
(extension of remarks of Rep. McCollum) (emphasis added).
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unavoidable standard more flexible, easier too meet, less stringent, or less harsh. Instead,
Congress determined that it would allow patent owners the ability to reinstate a patent under an
"unintentional” standard as long as the petition was filed within 24 months of the expiration of
the patent. Congress chose to continue requiring proof of unavoidable delay for petitions filed
after the 24 month time period.

Discussion

The Failure to Timely Pay the 7.5 Maintenance Fee

Crea describes a simple routine to be followed for the five patents docketed by CPA. In essence:

CPA would send Petitioner a reminder notice,
Petitioner would receive the notice,

The notice would be forwarded to Crea, and
Crea would send CPA instructions to pay the fee.

b NS

Petitioner states CPA sent four reminders and states Crea never received any of the reminders.
Assuming Crea never received the reminders, the following would appear to be true for each
reminder: ’ '

1. The United States Postal Service, or other mail carrier used by CPA, never
delivered the reminder to Petitioner, or
2. The mail was received, but was not successfully forwarded to Crea.

Petitioner asserts the process in place to ensure mail would be properly forwarded to Crea was
reliable. Crea’s asserts the routine at issue has successfully and reliably been followed for
maintenance fees due for all the other patents handled by CPA.

Petitioner’s arguments might well be persuasive if only one reminder had not been received by
Crea. However, in view of the extremely minimal probability of all four reminders being lost by -
the mail carrier, the record is insufficient to establish the Petitioner’s process for handling mail
was reliable.

.Any request for reconsideration must demonstrate the system in place for handling mail from
CPA was reliable despite the loss of all four reminders mailed by CPA informing Petitioner the
7.5 year maintenance fee was due.

Crea asserts the routine at issue has remained substantially unchanged since Petitioner first hired
CPA and states the routine has been successfully and reliably followed for the other four patents.
However, Crea does not identify the other patents. Crea also does not include a discussion of
relevant facts concerning the other patents. Any request for reconsideration should identify the
other four patents, and for each patent, supply a copy of all correspondence sent to Petitioner
from CPA, a copy of all correspondence received from CPA, and a copy of all correspondence
sent to CPA.
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Delay in Filing a Petition to Reinstate the Patent

A grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.378(b) must demonstrate the entire delay in the submission
of the maintenance fee was unavoidable. In other words, the instant petition cannot be granted
absent evidence demonstrating the period of delay from December 17, 2009, the date Crea
learned the patent had expired, until October 12, 2010, the date the instant petition was mailed to
the Office, was unavoidable.

Petitioner has failed to prove the delay resulting from Crea’s attempts to locate the physical file
was unavoidable.

Crea states she believed the physical, prosecution file might be helpful in resolving the
immediate problem. However, Crea fails to identify the basis for such a belief or demonstrate
the belief was reasonable. Crea also statés she believed possession of the file would help prevent
the future non-payment of fees for the instant case. However, Crea fails to provide the basis for
such a belief or demonstrate the belief was reasonable.

Petitioner has not demonstrated the over four months of delay spent attempting to locate
Kirchanski was unavoidable delay.

From December 31, 2009, to May 5, 2010, the only attempt Crea made to locate Kirchanski was
to send three e-mails requesting Comas’ assistance in locating Kirchanski. The record fails to
establish Comas ever took any steps to locate Kirchanski.

The record fails to prove a person using the level of care and diligence normally used by
reasonable and prudent individuals when handling their most important business would not have
taken more than four months to locate Kirchanski. For example, the record fails to prove a
reasonable person would not have attempted to use the internet to locate Kirchanski, and fails to
prove Crea or Comas would not have been able to locate Kirchanski in minimal time, perhaps in
seconds, using Google or another internet search engine. '

Petitioner has not demonstrated Petitioner’s delay in contacting the law firm of Nada Jain was
unavoidable delay. -

Petitioner has failed to demonstrate a reasonable and prudent person, treating the patent the same
as the person would treat the person’s most important business, would have waited five months
to contact the law firm. The instant petition could have been prepared and filed on an earlier
date absent Petitioner’s delay in contacting the law firm.

The record fails to prove the entire 6-month period of delay from the date Petitioner contacted
current counsel until the date the petition was filed was unavoidable.

The petition discusses steps taken by current counsel, but does not identify the amount of time or
dates associated with the tasks. For example, counsel does not discuss the time spent requesting
information from Petitioner or the amount of time Petitioner spent responding to such a request.
Any request for reconsideration should fully discuss the six-month period of delay.
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Conclusion

In view of the prior discussion, the showing of record is not sufficient to establish the entire
delay in the submission of the maintenance fee was unavoidable.

The petition is signed by Attorney Nada Jain. There is no indication in the record that Attorney
Jain was ever given a power of attorney or authorization of agent for the instant case. If
Attorney Jain wishes to receive future correspondence regarding this patent, the appropriate
power of attorney or authorization of agent must be submitted. Although the decision is being
mailed to Attorney Jain at the address set forth in the petition, all future correspondence will be
directed to the address currently of record unless appropriate instructions are received to the
contrary.

Petitioner's Current Options

Petitioner may file a request for reconsideration.

Any request for reconsideration must be submitted within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail
date of this decision. Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) are NOT permitted. Any
petition for reconsideration of this decision must be accompanied by a non-refundable petition
fee of $400 as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17. The reconsideration request should include a cover
letter entitled “Renewed Petition under 37 CFR 1.378(b).” This is not final agency action within
the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704.

After a decision on the petition for reconsideration is issued, no further reconsideration or
review of the matter will be undertaken by the Director. Therefore, it is extremely important that
petitioner supply any and all relevant information and documentation with his request for
reconsideration. The Commissioner’s decision will be based solely on the administrative record
in existence. Petitioner should remember that it is not enough that the delay was unavoidable;
petitioner must prove that the delay was unavoidable. A petition will not be granted if petitioner
provides insufficient evidence to “show” that the delay was unavoidable. Therefore, if a request
for reconsideration is filed, it must establish that the entire delay in the submission of the
maintenance fee was unavoidable.

Petitioner may request a refund of the maintenance fee and surcharge,
which accompanied the petition.

Since the petition is dismissed, petitioner may request a refund of the maintenance fee and
surcharge instead of filing a request for reconsideration. Petitioner is reminded that if a request
for reconsideration is later filed along with the $400 fee, the $400 will not be refunded. A
request for a refund should be sent to: Mail Stop 16, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. A copy of this decision should accompany any request for refund.
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Further correspondence with respect to this matter may be submitted as follows:

By Internet: A request for reconsideration may be filed electronically using EFS Web.’
Document Code “PET.OP” should be used if the request is filed electronically.

By mail: Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By facsimile: (571)273-8300
Attn: Office of Petitions

Telephone inquiries regarding this communication should be directed to Petitions Attorney
Steven Brantley at (571) 272-3203.

Charleﬁvcn Brantley

Senior Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions

% General Information concerning EFS Web can be found at http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/index.jsp.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 6261039
Issue Date: July 17,2001
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08727840 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 2,1996

Attorney Docket No. 25188-PA

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed April 20,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed paymentof the 7.5  year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of April 20,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
6261039 2001-07-17 08727840 1896-10-02

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) (& 7 %year (2552)
O M%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

O An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(¢) Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Sole Patentee

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature

! Gary J. Reed/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD}

2011-04-20

Name

Gary J. Reed

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
6249798 2001-06-19 08728646 1896-10-10 2207137

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
(® 7 %year (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Kendal M. Sheets/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-10-C1

Name

Kendal M. Sheets

Registration Number

47077

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 6249798
Issue Date: June 19,2001
T :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08728646 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 10,1996

Attorney Docket No. 2207/37

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed October 4,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed paymentof the 7.5  year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of October 4,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5795275 1898-08-18 08729078 1896-10-10 060041

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) (® 11 %year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

O An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

A Joint Patentee and | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature

/martin Van Der Hoeven/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-05-05

Name

Martin A. Van Der Hoeven

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2793273
Issue Date: August 18,1998
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08729078 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 10,1996

Attorney Docket No. 29858/DBP/A4

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed May 5,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of May 5,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5851550 1898-12-22 08/729,222 1896-10-08 P30048C3

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Dara L Dinner/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-03-29

Name

Dara L Dinner

Registration Number

33680

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent No. 2831350

Issue Date: December 22,1998
Application No. 08729222

Filed: October 9,1996

Attorney Docket No. P30048-C3

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

:DECISION GRANTING PETITION
:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

March 29,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

March 29,2011

This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and
this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print

and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

JIMMY C. ZANDT MAILED

1769 SAN LUIS DRIVE
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401 AUG 26 2011

OFFICE OF PETITIONS
In re Patent No. 5,758,671

Issue Date: June 2, 1998 :

Application No. 08/729,563 : NOTICE
Filed: October 11, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 607031

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28. On September 1, 1998, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit held that 37 CFR
1.28(c) is the sole provision governing the time for correction of the erroneous payment of the
issue fee as a small entity. See DH Technology v. Synergystex International, Inc. 154 F.3d
1333, 47 USPQ2d 1865 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 1, 1998).

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue applications under 37 CFR 1.56.
1098 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended
to imply that an investigation was done. '

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This application is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in
this application must be paid at the large entity rate.

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-1642.

/AMW/

April M. Wise
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A. MAILED
1625 Radio Drive, Suite 300
Woodbury MN 55125 JUN-0 7 2011

OFFICE OF PETTTIONS

In re Patent No. 5,892,968

Issue Date: September 8, 1998 :

Application No. 08/729,839 : ON PETITION
Filed: May 28, 2002 :

Attorney Docket No. 500.34950X00

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed May 2, 2011 to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is DISMISSED.

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for reconsideration under 37 CFR
1.378(e) must be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. No
extension of this two-month time limit can be granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or (b). This is not
a final agency action within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704.

Any petition for reconsideration of this decision must be accompanied by the petition fee of $400
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(f). The petition for reconsideration must include the lacking item(s)
noted above, since, after a decision on the petition for reconsideration, no further reconsideration
or review of the matter will be undertaken by the Commissioner.

A petition to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee under 35 U.S.C.
§ 41(c) and 37 CFR 1.378(c) must be accompanied by: (1) a statement that the delay was
unintentional; (2) payment of the appropriate maintenance fee, unless previously submitted;

(3) payment of the surcharge set forth in 37 CFR 1.20(i)(2). This petition lack items (2) and (3)
above.



Patent No. 5,892,968 ' Page 2

As to item (2) a maintenance fee in the amount of $4,110.

As to item (3) a petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c) requires a fee of $1,640. There is a balance due
of $20.00. '

It is not apparent whether the person signing the statement of unintentional delay was in a
position to have firsthand or direct knowledge of the facts and circumstances of the delay at
issue. Nevertheless, such statement is being treated as having been made as the result of a
reasonable inquiry into the facts and circumstances of such delay. In the event that such an
inquiry has not been made, petitioner must make such an inquiry. If such inquiry results in the
discovery that the delay in paying the maintenance fee under 37 CFR 1.378(c) was intentional,
petitioner must notify the Office.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:

By Mail: _ Mail Stop PETITION
: Commissioner for Patents
Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office
Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

The centralized facsimile number is (571) 273-8300.

Telephone inquiries should be directed to the Kimberly Inabinet at (571) 272-4618.

/Kimberly Inabinet/

Kimberly Inabinet
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

MAILED
AUG 07°2011

TITIONS
Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A. OFFICE OF PETITION

1625 Radio Drive, Suite 300
Woodbury MN 55125

In re Patent No. 5,892,968

Issue Date: April 6, 1999 :

- Application No. 08/729,839 : ON PETITION
Filed: October 15, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 1133-205US01

This is a decision on the renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed July 20, 2011 to accept
the unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

This patent expired on April 7, 2011, for failure to pay the eleven and one-half year maintenance
fee. Since this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace
period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision. :

It is not apparent whether the person signing the statement of unintentional delay was in a
position to have firsthand or direct knowledge of the facts and circumstances of the delay at
issue. Nevertheless, such statement is being treated as having been made as the result of a
reasonable inquiry into the facts and circumstances of such delay. In the event that such an
inquiry has not been made, petitioner must make such an inquiry. If such inquiry results in the
~ discovery that the delay in paying the maintenance fee under 37 CFR 1.378(c) was intentional,
petitioner must notify the Office.



Patent No. 5,892,968 : Page 2

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Kimberly Inabinet at (571)
272-4618.

The patent file is being forwarded to Files Repository.

/Kimberly Inabinet/

Kimberly Inabinet
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5897731 1899-04-27 08730054 1896-10-05 IL-8497F

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Iames S. Tak, #46367/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-07-C1

Name

James S. Tak

Registration Number

46367

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2897731
Issue Date: April 27,1999
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08730054 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 5,1996

Attorney Docket No. IL-8497F

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed July 1,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of July 1,201
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
- P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspio.gov

LS| CORPORATION
1621 BARBER LANE

MS: D-105 |
MILPITAS CA 95035 MAILED

- DEC 2 8'2010_
In re Application of : OFFCE OF PETmONS
Stephen C. PURCELL, et al. : )
Application No. 08/730,252 . DECISION DISMISSING PETITION
Filed: October 15, 1996 : UNDER 37 CFR 1.78({q)(3)

Attorney Docket No. M-1421-6C-US

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a}(3). fled May 20, 2010, to accept
an unintentionally delayed claim under 35 U.S.C. §120 for the benefit of priority to prior-
filed nonprovisional Application No. 07/669,818, fled March 15, 1991,

The petition is DISMISSED.

A petition for acceptance of a claim for late priority under 37 CFR 1.78(q)(3) is only
applicable to those applications filed on or after November 29, 2000 and after the
expiration of the period specified in 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2){ii). In addition, the petition under
37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) must be accompanied by: : .

(1) the reference required by 35 U.S.C. § 120 and 37 CFR
1.78(a)(2) (i) of the prior-filed application, unless previously
submitted;

(2) the surcharge set forthin § 1.17(t); and

(3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the
claim was due under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2) (i) and the date the
claim was filed was unintentional. The Director may
require additional information where there is a question
whether the delay was unintentional.

The amendment as drafted is unacceptable and, therefore, is not considered a proper
reference under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(2}(i). In this regard, the amendment does not comply
with 37 CFR 1.121, 1.52, or 1.4(c). The series code is missing and the amendment is not
presented on a separate sheet. Note that 37 CFR 1.121 states that amendments are
made by fiing a paper, in compliance with - § 1.52, directing that specified
amendments be made.



Application No., 08/730,252 Page 2

The phrase “...which is a continuation of Ser. No. 669,818, Mar. 15, 1991..." is not @
proper claim for priority. :

Before the petition can be granted, petitioner must submit o,subs’rifute amendment in
compliance with the aforementioned rules, along with a renewed petition under 37
CFR 1.78(a)(3).

It is also noted that the statement of unintentional delay is improper. 37 CFR 1.178(a)(3)
requires a statement that "the entire delay between the date the claim was due under
37 CFR 1.78(a)(2)(ii) and the date the claim was filed was unintentional.” Since the
statement appearing in the petition varies from the language required by 37 CFR
1.137(b)(3). the petition can not be granted at this fime.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:

By mail: Mail Stop PETITIONS
Commissioner for Patents
Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By hand: Customer Service Window
Mail Stop Petitions
Randolph Building
40! Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

By fax: " (571) 273-8300
ATTN: Office of Petitions

Any guestions concerning this matter may be directed to Monica A. Graves at (571)
272-7253.

Thurman K. Pag
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

' The claim for priority may also be made in an Application Data Sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 and 37

CFR 1.76(b)(5).



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

LSI CORPORATION
1621 BARBER LANE MAILED
MS: D-105
MILPITAS CA 95035 AUG 08 2011
‘ OFFICE OF PETITIONS
In re Patent No. 5,809,174 :
Issue Date: September 15, 1998 :  DECISION ON PETITION
Application No. 08/730,252 : UNDER 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3)

Filed: October 15, 1996
Attorney Docket No. M-1421-6C-US

This is a decision on the renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3), filed J anuary 31, 2011, to
accept an unintentionally delayed claim under 35 U.S.C. 120 for the benefit of a prior-filed
nonprovisional application.

The petition is DISMISSED as inappropriate.

The present renewed petition seeks to correct the failure to make a reference under 35 U.S.C.
120 to a prior copending nonprovisional application pursuant to 37 CFR 1.78. The Office notes
that Application No. 08/730,252 was filed October 15, 1996, and issued as a patent on
September 15, 1998. The Office further notes that for applications filed before November 29,
2000, it is the version of 37 CFR 1.78, which was in effect as of November 29, 2000, that
applies.

As Application No. 08/730,252 was a utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) prior to
November 29, 2000, a petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) and the surcharge set forth in 37 CFR
L.17(t) is not required to amend the patent to make reference to a prior copending nonprovisional
application. MPEP 1481.03. Rather, a Certificate of Correction is an appropriate remedy for
correcting a reference to a prior copending nonprovisional application in a patent. 1d.; see In re
Schuurs, 218 USPQ 443 (Comm’r Pat. 1983); see also In re Lambrech, 202 USPQ 620 (Comm’r
Pat. 1976), citing In re Van Esdonk, 187 USPQ 671 (Comm’r Pat. 1975). For this reason, the
decision mailed December 28, 2010, dismissing the petition filed on May 20, 2010, is hereby
vacated. As a petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) is not required, the $1410.00 fee paid on May
20, 2010, will be refunded in due course.




Patent No. 5,809,174 2

The Office acknowledges the amendment submitted on renewed petition amending the first
sentence of the specification following the title to contain a reference to each prior-filed
application, identifying them by application number (consisting of the series code and serial
number) and indicating the relationships of the applications.

As this application was filed prior to November 29, 2000, petitioners must submit a completed
Certificate of Correction form and a $100.00 certificate of correction fee to amend the patent to
include the reference to the prior filed nonprovisional application. A petition under 37 CFR
1.78(a)(3) is not required in this instance. Therefore, no further action by the Office of Petitions
is necessary.

Any questions concerning this matter may be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3211.
Christina Tartera Donnell

Senior Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

WWW.USPLO.gov

KACVINSKY DAISAK, PLLC - (1800)

4500 BROOKTREE ROAD
SUITE 302
WEXFORD PA 15090 MAILED
MAR 22 2012
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,979,595

Issued: November 9, 1999 :

Application No. 08/730,925 : ON PETITION
Filed: October 18, 1996 ' :

Attorney Docket No. none

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed February 9, 2012, to accept the
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

This patent expired on November 10, 2011 for failure to pay the eleven and one-half year
maintenance fee. Since this getition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-
month grace period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under the
provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision. :

It is not apparent whether the statement of unintentional delay was signed by a person who
would have been in a position of knowing that the delay in filing a timely response was
unintentional. Nevertgeless, in accordance with 37 CFR 10.18, the statement is accepted as
constituting a certification of unintentional delay. However, in the event that petitioner has no
knowledge that the delay in paying the maintenance fee was in fact unintentional, petitioner must
make such an inquiry to ascertain that, in fact, the delay was unintentional. If petitioner
dischflfrs that the delay in paying the maintenance fee was intentional, petitioner must so notify
the Office.

Further, it is noted that in the instant petition Mr. Daisak gives a registration number that is not
associated with his name. Petitioner should note that all documents submitted before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office by a registered patent agent must contain his/her registration
number. However, the accompanying document does include the signature and proper
r(;gistéation number for Daniel Daisak. Therefore, the petition is accepted as being properly
signed.

Telef)hone inqhiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
7751.

/Joan Olszewski/

Joan Olszewski

Petitions Examiner

Office of Petitions
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5733623 1898-03-31 08732825 1896-10-15 G016-P11004US

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

ISteven C. Sereboff/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-12-C1

Name

Steven C. Sereboff

Registration Number

37035

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 733623
Issue Date: March 31,1998
T :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08732825 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 15,1996

Attorney Docket No. 73991

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed December 1,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of December 1,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP
TWO EMBARCADERO CENTER

EIGHTH FLOOR

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94111-3834

MAILED
JUN O 2011
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re

Babaian, et al.

Application No. 08/733,479

Filed: October 18, 1996 DECISION
Patent No. 5,958,048

Issued: September 28, 1999

This is a decision on fhe fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR
1.28(c), filed May 10, 2011.

The fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 of $535 for the four
year maintenance fee is hereby accepted.

The change of status to large entity has been entered.

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter may be directed to the
undersigned at (571) 272-3207.

Cliff Congo !

Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP
TWO EMBARCADERO CENTER

EIGHTH FLOOR

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94111-3834

In re

Babaian, et al.
Application No. 08/733,479
Filed: October 18, 1996
Patent No. 5,958,048
Issued: September 28, 1999

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

MAILED
AUG 08 2011
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

DECISION

This is a decision on the fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR

1.28(c), filed July 19, 2011.

The fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 of $1330 for the eight
year maintenance fee and $2055 for the twelve year maintenance fee is

hereby accepted.

The change of status to large entity has been entered.

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter may be directed to the

undersigned at (571) 272-3207.
Cliff Congo

Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



ﬁuﬂ AND

R UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

PENNIE & EDMONDS, LLP
1155 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
NEW YORK NY 10036

In re Patent Number: 5,889,985

Issue Date: 03/30/1999 :

Application Number: 08/733,831 : NOTICE
Filing or 371(c) Date: 10/18/1996 :

Attorney Docket Number: M-3793-US

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission, which is
treated under 37 CFR 1.28, filed on July 19, 2011.

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue patents under 37 CFR 1.56. 1098
Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended to
imply that an investigation was done.

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This patent is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in this
patent must be paid at the large entity rate.

The address in the petition is different than the correspondence address. A courtesy copy of this
- decision will be mailed to the address in the petition. All future correspondence, however, will
. be mailed solely to the address of record. A change of correspondence address should be filed if
the correspondence address needs to be updated.

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3231.

Dot

Douglas Wood
Attorney
Office of Petitions

Cc: TOWNSEND AND TOWNSEND AND CREW LLP
TWO EMBARCADERO CENTER, EIGHTH FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94111-3834
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UNITED STATES P QJT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Paper No. 31

BIOTECH BEACH LAW GROUP , PC
5677 OBERLIN DRIVE, SUITE 204

SAN DIEGO CA 92121 MAILED.

FEB 152011
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,899,907

Issue Date: 05/04/1999 :

Application Number: 08/734,383 : ON PETITION
Filing Date: 10/17/1996 :

Attorney Docket Number: LJO-19

~

This is a decision. in response to the petition under 37 CFR
1.378(b),1 filed on December 27, 2010, to accept the delayed
payment of the maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is dismissed.

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for
reconsideration under 37 CFR 1.378(e) must be filed within TWO
(2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. No extension of
this 2-month time limit can be granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or
(b). Any such petition for reconsideration must be accompanied
by the petition fee of $400.00 as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(f).
The petition for reconsideration should include an exhaustive
attempt to provide the lacking item(s) noted below, since, after
a decision on the petition for reconsideration, no further

! A grantable petition to accept a delayed maintenance fee payment under 37 CFR
1.378(b) must be include

(1) the required maintenance fee set forth in § 1.20(e) .through (g);

(2) the surcharge set forth in §1.20(I) (1); and

(3) a showing that the delay was unavoidable since reasonable care was
taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be paid timely and that the petition
was filed promptly after the patentee was notified of, or otherwise became aware of,
the expiration of the patent. The showing must enumerate the steps taken to ensure
timely payment of the maintenance fee, the date and the manner in which patentee
became aware of the expiration of the patent, and the steps taken to file the petition
promptly.
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reconsideration or review of the matter will be undertaken by the
Director.

The patent issued on May 4, 1999. The first maintenance fee was
timely paid. The second maintenance fee could have been paid
during the period from May 4, 2006 through November 6, 2006, or,
with a surcharge, during the period from November 7, 2006 through
May 4, 2007. Accordingly, this patent expired at midnight on May
4, 2007, for failure to timely remit the maintenance fee.

Petitioner states that he relied upon his registered patent
practitioner, W.D. Swayze, Jr. (hereinafter “Swayze”), to notify
him of the due dates for the maintenance fees, but that Swayze
filed to notify petitioner that the maintenance fee was due, and
therefore the patent became expired for failure to timely pay the
maintenance fee.

Petitioner further states that he received no notification from
the USPTO that the patent had become expired.

A petition to accept the delayed maintenance fee under 35 U.S.C.
§ 41(c) and 37 CFR 1.378(b) must be accompanied by (1) an
adequate, verified showing that the delay was unavoidable, since
"reasonable care was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee
would be paid timely and that the petition was filed promptly
‘after the patentee was notified of, or otherwise became aware of,
the expiration of the patent, (2) payment of the appropriate
maintenance fee, unless previously submitted, and (3) payment of
the surcharge set forth in 37 CFR 1.20(i) (1). This petition
lacks requirement (1).

The Director may‘accept late payment of the maintenance fee if
the delay is shown to the satisfaction of the Director to have

been “unavoidable”.?

The showing of record is inadequate to establish unavoidable
delay within the meaning of 37 CFR 1.378(b) (3).

A late maintenance fee is considered under the same standard as
that for reviving an abandoned application under 35 U.S.C. § 133
because 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) (1) uses identical language (i.e.
“unavoidable delay”).’ Decisions reviving abandoned applications

2 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) ().

3_ Ray v. Lehman, 55 F.3d 606, 608-09, 34 USPQ2d 1786, 1787 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (quoting
In re Patent No. 4,409,763, 7 USPQ2d 1798, 1800 (Comm’r Pat. 1589)).
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have adopted the reasonably prudent person standard in
determining if the delay was unavoidable.® In this regard:

The word ‘unavoidable’ . . . is applicable to ordinary
human affairs, and requires no more or greater care or
diligence than is generally used and observed by
prudent and careful men in relation to their most
important business. It permits them in the exercise of
this care to rely upon the ordinary and trustworthy
agencies of mail and telegraph, worthy and reliable
employees, and such other means and instrumentalities
as are usually employed in such important business. If
unexpectedly, or through the unforeseen fault or
imperfection of these agencies and instrumentalities,
there occurs a failure, it may properly be said to be
unavoidable, all other conditions of promptness in its
rectification being present.”’

As 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) requires the payment of fees at specified
intervals to maintain a patent in force, rather than some
response to a specific action by the Office under 35 U.S.C. §
133, a reasonably prudent person in the exercise of due  care and
diligence would have taken steps to ensure the timely payment of
such maintenance fees.® That is, an adequate showing that the
delay was "unavoidable" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 41(c)
and 37 CFR 1.378(b) (3) requires a showing of the steps taken to
ensure the timely payment of the maintenance fees for this
patent.’

While petitioner alleged chose to rely upon his registered patent
practitioner (Swayze), such reliance per se does not provide
petitioner with a showing of unavoidable delay within the meaning

Ex parte Pratt, 1887 Dec. Comm’r Pat. 31, 32-33 (Comm’r Pat. 1887) (the term
“unavoidable” “is applicable to ordinary human affairs, and requires no more or
greater care or diligence than is generally used by prudent and careful men in
relation to their most important business”).

In re Mattullath, 38 App. D.C. 497, 514-15 (1912) (quoting Ex parte Pratt, 1887 Dec.
Comm’r Pat. 31, 32-33 (1887)); see also Winkler v. Ladd, 221 F. Supp. 550, 552, 138
USPQ 666, 167-68 (D.D.C. 1963), aff’d, 143 USPQ 172 (D.C. Cir. 1963); Ex parte
Henrich, 1913 Dec. Comm’r Pat. 139, 141 (1913). In addition, decisions on revival are
made on a “case-by-case basis, taking all the facts and circumstances into account.”
Smith v. Mossinghoff, 671 F.2d 533, 538, 213 USPQ 977, 982 (D.C. Cir. 1982). Finally,
a petition cannot be granted where a petitioner has failed to meet his or her burden
of establishing that the delay was “unavoidable.” Haines v. Quigg, 673 F. Supp. 314,
316-17, 5 UsSPQ2d 1130, 1131-32 (N.D. Ind. 1987).

® Ray, 55 F.3d at 609, 34 USPQ2d at 1788.
Id. ) -
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of 37 CFR 1.378(b) and 35 U.S.C. § 41 (c) .® Rather, such reliance
merely shifts the focus of the inquiry from petition to whether
the attorney or agent acted reasonably and prudently.® As such,
assuming that the attorney or agent had been so engaged, then it
is incumbent upon petitioner to demonstrate, via a documented
showing, that the attorney or agent had docketed this patent for
the second maintenance fee payment in a reliable tracking
system.!® If petitioner cannot establish that the attorney or
agent had been so engaged, then petitioner will have to
demonstrate what steps were established by petitioner to monitor
and pay the maintenance fee.

Therefore, any showing of unavoidable delay must include a
statement from petitioner’s patent attorney, as well as any other
attorney(s) of record during the period that payment of the
maintenance fee was delayed, as to why action was not taken to
timely submit the required maintenance fee while the patent was
under that agent’s control. Petitioner should send a letter
(accompanied by a copy of this decision) to Swayze by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, indicating to the
agent that the USPTO is requesting his assistance in determining
the circumstances surrounding the expiration of this patent, and
is specifically requesting Swayze to provide a statement as to:
(1) whether, and when, he first became aware that the first
maintenance fee for this patent was due, and (2) why the ,
maintenance fee was not timely submitted. Such statements should
be accompanied by copies of any documents relevant to payment of
the maintenance fee. 1In the event that Swayze fails to provide a
statement within a person (e.g. within one (1) month) specified
in such letter, petitioner should submit a copy of such letter
and the return receipt indicating its delivery to the patent
attorney or agent with any petition for reconsideration under 37
CFR 1.378(e).

The above paragraph notwithstanding, petitioner is reminded that
the failure of communication between an applicant and counsel is
not unavoidable delay.!! Specifically, delay resulting from a
lack of proper communication between a patent holder and a
registered representative as to who bore the responsibility for
payment of a maintenance fee does not constitute unavoidable
delay within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 41(c) and 37 CFR

8 See California Med. Prod. v. Technol. Med. Prod., 921 F. Supp. 1219, 1259 (D. Del.
1995).

9 1d.

10 1d.

1 1 re Kim,” 12 USPQ2d 1595 (Comm'r Pat. 1988).
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1.378(b).12 Moreover, the Office is not the proper forum for
resolving a dispute as to the effectiveness of communications
between parties regarding the responsibility for paying a
maintenance fee.®?

A delay resulting from a lack of knowledge or improper
application of the patent statute, rules of practice, or the MPEP
does not constitute an "unavoidable" delay.!* As the showing of
record does not rise to the level of unavoidable delay, the
petition will be dismissed.

Further, petitioner’s contention that he did not receive any
notification from the USPTO that the maintenance fee was due is
not well taken. A patentee’s lack of knowledge of the need to pay
the maintenance fee and the failure to receive the Maintenance
Fee Reminder do not constitute unavoidable delay.?!® Under the
statute and regulations, the Office has no duty to notify
patentees of the requirement to pay maintenance fees or to notify
patentees when the maintenance fees are due. The Office mailing
of Maintenance Fee Reminders is carried out strictly as a
courtesy. Accordingly, it is solely the responsibility of the
patentee to assure that the maintenance fee is timely paid to
prevent expiration of the patent. The lack of knowledge of the
requirement to pay a maintenance fee and/or the failure to
receive the Maintenance Fee Reminder will not shift the burden of
monitoring the time for gaying a maintenance fee from the
patentee to the Office.!

Petitioner should note that if this petition is not renewed, or
if renewed and not granted, then the maintenance fee and post-
expiration surcharge are refundable. The $400.00 petition fee for
seeking reconsideration is not refundable. Any request for
refund should be in writing to the address noted below.

Petitioners should note that if this petition is not renewed, or
if renewed and not granted, then the maintenance fee and post-
expiration surcharge are refundable. The $400.00 petition fee for

1

12
13
14

See Ray v. Lehman, 55 F.3d 606, 610, 34 USPQ2d 1786, 1789 (Fed. Cir. 1995).
Id.

See Haines v. Quigg, 673 F. Supp. 314, 317, 5 USPQ 1130, 1132 (N.D. Ind. 1987),
Vincent v. Mossinghoff, 230 USPQ 621, 624 (D.D.C. 1985); Smith v. Diamond, 209 USPQ
1091 (D.D.C. 1981); Potter v. Dann, 201 USPQ 574 (D.D.C. 1978); Ex parte Murray, 1891
Dec. Comm'r Pat. 130, 131 (1891).

15 See Patent No. 4,409,763, supra; see also “Final Rules for Patent Maintenance Fees”
49 Fed. Reg. 34716, 34722-34723 (August 31, 1984), reprinted in 1046 Off. Gaz. Pat.
Office 28, 34 (September 25, 1984).

16 Rydeen v. Quigg, 748 F. supp. at 900.
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seeking reconsideration is not refundable. Any request for
refund should be in writing to the address noted below.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be
addressed as follows:

By mail: Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents
P.0O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By FAX: (571) 273-8300
Attn: Office of Petitions

By hand: Customer Service Window
: ‘ Mail Stop Petition
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Telephone inquiries should be directed to the undersigned at 571-
272-3231. ' '

Phel

Douglas I. Wood
Senior Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5867957 1899-02-09 08735062 1896-10-17 02042.000004.

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
O 11 Y% year (1553) ™ 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/douglas e. warren/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-07-22

Name

Douglas E. Warren

Registration Number

52344

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2867957
Issue Date: February 9,1999
Application No. 08735062 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)
Filed: October 17,1996

Attorney Docket No. 02042.000004.

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed July 22,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of July 22,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5752278 1898-05-19 08735731 1896-10-23 WHTO0072-01

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

fadam f. cox/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-09-10

Name

Adam F. Cox

Registration Number

46644

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. °732278
Issue Date: May 19,1998
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08735731 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 23,1996

Attorney Docket No. 514210-2018

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed September 10,2010  ynder 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of September 10,2010 .
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STAQPATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE . ;

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

MARK C JACOBS
3033 EL CAMINO AVENUE MAILED
SACRAMENTO CA 95821 '
MAR 24 2011
In re Patent No. 5,794,847 : |
Issue Date: August 18, 1998 o OFFICE OF PETITIONS

Application No. 08/738,415 : ON PETITION
Filed: October 25, 1996 :
Attorney Docket: 1525A

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed December 13, 2010 to accept the unintentionally
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent..

The petition is DISMISSED.

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for reconsideration under 37 CFR 1.378(¢e) must
be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. No extension of this two-month
time limit can be granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or (b). This is not a final agency action within the
meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704. '

Any petition for reconsideration of this decision must be accompanied by the petition fee of $400 as set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(f). The petition for reconsideration must include the lacking item(s) noted below,
since, after a decision on the petition for reconsideration, no further reconsideration or review of the
matter will be undertaken by the Director. '

A petition to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee under 35 U.S.C. 41(c) and
37 CFR 1.378(c) must be accompanied by: (1) a statement that the delay was unintentional; (2) payment
of the appropriate maintenance fee, unless previously submitted; (2) payment of the surcharge set forth in
37 CFR 1.20(i)(2). This petition lacks item (2) above.

A review of the record shows the NOTICE OF NON-ACCEPTANCE OF PATENT MAINTENANCE

FEE mailed on September 9, 2010 informed patentee that the $2,120.00 fees were being refunded as the

fees were untimely. Further, a call made on February 23, 2011 requesting the submission of the -
$2,055.00 maintenance fee has failed to result in the submission of the maintenance fee.

The Office is in receipt of $1640.00, the unintentional fee.
Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:
By Mail: Mail Stop PETITION

Commissioner for Patents

Post Office Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions
Randolph Building

401 Dulany Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

The centralized facsimile number is (571) 273-8300.
Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3215.
Charlema Grant

Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

‘ www.uspto.gov
MAILED
MARK C JACOBS

3033 EL CAMINO AVENUE , | JUN 02 2011
SACRAMENTO CA 95821 ' .-
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,794,847

Issue Date: August 18, 1998 :

Application No. 08/738,415 : ON PETITION
Filed: October 25, 1996 :

Attorney Docket: 1525A

This is a decision on the renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed April 13, 2011 to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is DISMISSED.

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for reconsideration under 37 CFR
1.378(e) must be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. No
extension of this two-month time limit can be granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or (b). This is not
a final agency action within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704.

The statement of delay is not acceptable. In this regard, petitioner’s attention is directed to 37
CFR 1.33(b), which states.

(b) Amendments and other papers. Amendments and other papers, except
for written assertions pursuant to § 1.27(c)(2)(ii) of this part, filed in the
application must be signed by: |
- (1) A registered patent attorney or patent agent of record appointed in
compliance with § 1.32(b);

(2) A registered patent attorney or patent agent not of record who acts in
a representative capacity under the provisions of § 1.34;
(3) An assignee as provided for under §3.71(b) of this chapter; this
~ includes the submission of a statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b). or
"(4) All of the applicants (§ 1.41(b)) for patent, unless there is an assignee
of the entire interest and such assignee has taken action in the application in
accordance with § 3.71 of this chapter.

The merits of the f)etition have not been reviewed because Mary Dester Martin has -
signed the petition. A review of the record shows that Ms. Martin is not a proper
party pursuant to 37 CFR 1.33.
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It is further noted as indicated in the petition decision of March 24, 2011, any renewed petition
must include the $400.00 petition fee.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:

By Mail: Mail Stop PETITION
Commissioner for Patents
Post Office Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office

' . Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

The centralized facsimile number is (571) 273-8300.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
3215.

Charlema Grant )

Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

M A“.ED www.uspto.gov

MARK C JACOBS : JUL-2:62011

3033 EL CAMINO AVENUE _
SACRAMENTO CA 95821 OFFCE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,794,847

Issue Date: August 18, 1998 :

Application No. 08/738,415 - ' S ON PETITION
Filed: October 25, 1996 :

Attorney Docket: 1525A

Thi$ is a decision on the renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed June 10, 2011 to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

Thls patent expired on August 17, 2009 for failure to pay the 11.5-year maintenance fee. Since
this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided
in 37 CFR 1.362 (e), the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
3215.

Chonn S

Charlema Grant
Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissiorer for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

WWW. USPLO. OV

WELSH FLAXMAN & GITLER LLC MAIL
2000 DUKE STREET, SUITE 100 AILED
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

0CT03 201
In re Patent No. 5 ,8203,84 : OFFICE OF PETITIONS
Issue Date: October 13, 1998 :
Application No. 08/738,476 : ON PETITION

Filed: October 28, 1996
Patentee(s) Louis Tubman et al

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed September 6, 2011 and
supplemented on September 30, 2011, to accept the delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the
above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision.

The file does not indicate a change of address has been submitted, although the address given on
the petition differs from the address of record. If appropriate, a change of address should be filed
in accordance with MPEP 601.03. A courtesy copy of tEis decision is being mailed to the address
given on the petition; however, the Office will mail all future correspondence solely to the
address of record.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Irvin Dingle at (571) 272-
3210.

Trvin Dingl/

Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

cc: Louis Tubman
1542 E. Woodbury Rd.
Pasadena, CA 91104

cc: Daniel E. Gravereaux
9 Morehouse Lane
Norwalk, CT 06850



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

MAILED

MOORE LANDREY sep 16:2011
1609 SHOAL CREEK BLVD _

SUITE 100 : QFFICE OF PETITIONS
AUSTIN TX 78701

In re Patent No. 5,798,458 :

Issue Date: ~ August 25, 1998 : ON PETITION
Application No.: 08/738,487

Filed: October 28, 1996

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed May 17, 2011, to accept
the unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified
application.

The petition is GRANTED.

This petition expired on August 26, 2010 for failure to pay the eleven and one-half year
maintenance fee. Since this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the
six-month grace period provide in 37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

There is no indication that the person signing the instant petition was ever given a power
of attorney or authorization of agent to prosecute the above-identified application. If the
person signing the instant petition desires to receive future correspondence regarding this
application, the appropriate owner or authorization of agent must be submitted. While a
courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to the person signing the instant petition,
all future correspondence will be directed to the address currently of record until such
time as appropriate instructions are received to the contrary.

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of
the mailing date of this decision.



Patent No. 5,798,458

Telephone inquiries relating to this decision should be directed to Robert DeWitty,
Petitions Attorney, Office of Petitions (571-272-8427).

B Kol

Anthony Knight
Director
Office of Petitions

cc: Robert C. Curfiss
19826 Sundance Drive
Humble, Texas 77346

Page 2



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,791,153 1898-08-11 08/740,868 1896-11-04

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
O 11 Y% year (1553) ™ 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Deborah L. Lu/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-10-11

Name

Deborah L. Lu

Registration Number

50940

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5791153

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: August 11,1998

08740868 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 4,1996
Attorney Docket No. 95-45

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed October 11,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of October 11,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5777996 1898-07-07 08741338 1896-10-28 30019.27USF1

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Kendal M. Sheets/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-10-18

Name

Kendal M. Sheets

Registration Number

47077

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. °7779%
Issue Date: July 7,1998
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08741338 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: October 29,1996

Attorney Docket No. 30019.27USF1

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed October 18,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of October 18,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWWw.uspto.gov

ANSEL M SCHWARTZ
ONE STERLING PLAZA
201 NO. CRAIG PLAZA

SUITE 304 o
PITTSBURGH PA 15213 MA'LFD
DEC 18 2011

QFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 6,008,010

Issued: December 28, 1999 :

Application No. 08/741,628 : NOTICE
Filed: November 1, 1996 :

Attorney Docket Number: PITT-1

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28 filed November 2, 2011 and November 3, 2011. ’

On September 1, 1998, the Court of AFpeals for the Federal Circuit held that 37 CFR 1.28%(:) is
the sole provision governing the time for correction of the erroneous Ipayment of the issue fee as

a small entity. See DH Technology v. Synergystex International, Inc. 154 F.3d 1333, 47
USPQ2d 1865 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 1, 1998).

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue applications under 37 CFR 1.56.
1098 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended
to imply that an investigation was done. '

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This patent is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly; all future fees paid in this
patent must be paid at the large entity rate.

It is not apparent whether the person signing the request was ever given a power of attorney or
authorization of agent regarding this patent. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.34(a), the signature
appearing on the request shall constitute a representation to the United States Patent and
rademark Office that he/she is authorized to represent the particular party in whose behalf
he/she acts. While, a courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to the address given on the
petition, the Office will mail all future correspondence solely to the address of record.

Telelphone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
7751.

/Joan Olszewski/
Joan Olszewski
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

cc: Kendal M. Sheets
CPA Global
2318 Mill Road, Suite 12 Floor
Alexandria, VA 22314



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.go

MAILED

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG & WOESSNER, P.A. SEP 27 2011
P.0. BOX 2938
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402 OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,939,841

Issue Date: August 17, 1999 :

Application No. 08/741,702 . : ON PETITION
Filed: October 31, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 1765.003US1

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed August 31, 2011, to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

This patent expired on August 18, 2011 for failure to pay the third maintenance fee. Since this petition
was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(¢),
the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the mail date
of this decision. '

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3208.

/KOC/

Karen Creasy
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.

0. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Paper No.

DONALD L. WOOD

HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS .

1400 NORTH WOODWARD, STE. 101 MAILED

BLOOMFIELD HILLS MI 48304 s i
ocT 0472011

QFFCE OF PETITIONS

Patent No. 5,697,260

Rixon et al. i

Issue Date: December 16, 1997:

Application No. 08/741,981 : DECISION ON PETITION
Filed: October 31, 1996

Attorney Docket No. D11-051

This is a decision on the PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY
DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR
1.378(c)) filed September 22, 2011 to accept the unintentionally
delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified
patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The patent issued December 16, 1997. Office records indicate
that the first and second maintenance fees were timely received.
The grace period for paying the third maintenance fee provided
in 37 CFR 1.362(e) expired at midnight on December 16, 2009,
with no payment received.

The petition was timely filed within twenty-four months after
the expiration of the six-month grace period. Further, as
required, petitioner submitted with the petition the required
maintenance fee, the surcharge for accepting an unintentionally
delayed maintenance fee after expiration, and a statement that
the delay in payment of the maintenance fee was unintentional.

Accordingly, the maintenance fee in this case is hereby accepted
and the above-identified patent is hereby reinstated as of the
mail date of this decision.

www.uspto.gov



Patent No. 5,697,260 Application No. 08/741,981 Page 2

This petition was filed by a registered patent practitioner.

The address set forth on the petition differs from the
correspondence address of record. A courtesy copy of this
decision is being sent to the address on the petition. Aall
future correspondence will be sent to the correspondence address
presently of record, until such time, if at all, as a change of
correspondence address (patent) is made of record.

Telephone inquiries related to this decision may be directed to
the undersigned at (571) 272-3219.

Nancy Jahngson
SeNipr itions Attorney
Office of Petitions

cc: Gifford, Krass, Sprinkle, Anderson & Citkowski, P.C.
P.0O. Box 7021
Troy, MI 48007-7021



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG & WOESSNER, P.A. PPN
P.0. BOX 2938 MAILED

MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402 SEP 2 7 2011

OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,923,130

Issue Date: July 13, 1999 :

Application No. 08/742,131 : ON PETITION
Filed: October 31, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 29975-00002

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed August 31, 2011, to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.
This patent expired on July 14, 2011 for failure to pay the elven and one-half year maintenance fee.
Since this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided in

37 CFR 1.362(¢), the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the mail date
of this decision. ‘

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Terri Johnson at (571) 272-2991.

The patent file is being forwarded to Files Repository.

[Terri Johnson/
Terri Johnson
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 813261
Issue Date: September 29,1998
Application No. 08742133 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)
Filed: October 31,1996

Attorney Docket No. BDHH 9472 (27885-35)

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed December 21,2010 ynder 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of December 21,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5813261 1898-09-29 08742133 1896-10-31

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) (® 11 %year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

O An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(¢) Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Sole Patentee

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature

IRobert J. Viviano/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD}

2010-12-21

Name

Rabert J. Viviano

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,912,883 1899-06-15 08/742,351 1896-11-01 1040.1016

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
O 11 Y% year (1553) ™ 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Grant E. Pollack/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-03-26

Name

Grant E. Pollack, Esq.

Registration Number

34097

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5912883

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: June 15,1999

08742351 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 1,1996
Attorney Docket No. 056432-5034US

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed March 26,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of March 26,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,795,250 1898-08-18 08/742,380 1896-11-01 251934-1010

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
O 11 Y% year (1553) ™ 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Daniel R. McClure/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-06-18

Name

Daniel R. McClure/

Registration Number

38962

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5795250

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: August 18,1998

08742380 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 1,1996
Attorney Docket No. 251934-1010

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed June 18,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of June 18,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov
oW Mar-12

Paper No. 17
SCOTT T SCHROEDER
6083 CHERRYWOOD CIR

LITTLETON CO 80121 MAILED
MAR 05 2012

OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,931,480

Issue Date: 08/03/1999 :

Application Number: 08/742,552 : LETTER
Filing Date: 10/28/1996 : :

For: FOOTGEAR SUSPENSION DEVICE

This is a letter in response to the communication received on
August 22, 2011, concerning payment of the maintenance fee in
this patent. ‘

The patent expired on August 3, 2011, for failure to timely pay
the 11.5 year maintenance fee.

Patentee asks, in pertinent part, “is there any way I can still
pay the fees for this patent?”

It is recommended that patentee promptly file a petition under 37
CFR 1.378(c), requesting that the unintentionally delayed payment
of a maintenance fee be accepted. A petition to accept the -
delayed payment of a maintenance fee under 35 U.S.C. 41(c) and 37
CFR 1.378(c) must be filed within twenty four months from the end
of the six month grace period (e.g., the expiration date of the
patent) and be accompanied by (1) a verified statement that the
delay was unintentional, (2) payment of the appropriate
maintenance fee, unless previously submitted, (3) payment of the
$1,640.00 surcharge set forth in 37 CFR 1.20(1) (2).

If a petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c) is filed, the total due as of
the mailing date of this letter is $4,005.00 (the 11.5 year
maintenance fee (small entity amount) of $2,365.00 plus the
surcharge of $1,640.00)."

The address in the petition is different than the correspondence
address. A courtesy copy of this decision will be mailed to the




Patent No. 5,931,480 ' 2

address in the petition. All future correspondence, however,
will be mailed solely to the address of record. A change of
correspondence address must be filed if the correspondence
address needs to be updated.

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be
addressed as follows:

By mail: Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents
P.0O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By FAX: (571) 273-8300
Attn: Office of Petitions

By hand: Customer Service Window
. Mail Stop Petition
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

The patent file is being returned to Files Repository.

Telephone inquiries should be directed to the undérsigned-at 571-
272-3231.

D Weodl

Douglas I. Wood
Senior Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions

cc: SCOTT SCHOREDER
3220 S. ALBION ST.
DENVER CO 80222

Encl: PTO/SB/66
PTO/SB/123



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

WAGNER, ANDERSON & BRIGHT, PC
3541 OCEAN VIEW BLVD
GLENDALE, CA 91208

In re Patent No. 5,720,039
Issue Date: February 17, 1998
Application No.: 08/742,743
Filed: November 1, 1996

- Attorney Docket No.: D9271A

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.yspto.gov

MAILED
APR 282011

OFFICE OF PETONS

ON PETITION

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed March 1, 2011, to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

This patent expired on February 17, 2010 for failure to pay the third maintenance fee. Since this
petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided in
37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The 11 2 year maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as

of the mail date of this decision.

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter may be directed to the undersigned at (571)

272-3204.

/SDB/

Sherry D. Brinkley
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

MAILED

FENWICK & WEST LLP AUG 04 2010
SILICON VALLEY CENTER |
801 CALIFORNIA STREET OFFICE OF PETITIONS

MOUNTAIN VIEW CA 94041

In re Patent No. 5,768,087

Issue Date: June 16, 1998 :
Application No. 08/743,987 : DECISION ON REQUEST FOR REFUND

Filed: November 5, 1996
Attorney Docket No. 12477-02364

This is a decision on the Request For Refund filed June 23, 2010.

The request is GRANTED.

Applicant states that on June 8, 2010, applicant filed an Itemized Deficiency Statement for
Delayed Notification of Loss of Small Entity Status for the above-referenced case and that large
entity fee in the sum of $1,330 for the deficiency amount for the second maintenance fee was
erroneously paid. Applicant further states that applicant qualified as small entity status at the
time of the original payment of the second maintenance fee on December 16, 2005.

[n view of the above, the request for refund of the $1,330.00 paid on June 8, 2010, will be
refunded to applicant’s deposit account as authorized.

Any questions concerning this matter may be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3208.

/KOC/

Karen Creasy
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5781583 1898-07-14 08746700 1896-11-14 2111231

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Kendal M. Sheets/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-10-18

Name

Kendal M. Sheets

Registration Number

47077

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5781593

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: July 14,1998

08746700 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 14,1996
Attorney Docket No. 211/231

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed October 18,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of October 18,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,723,373 1898-03-03 08/746,857 1896-11-18 LKSPO112USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-02-04

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5723373

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: March 3,1998

08746857 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 18,1996
Attorney Docket No. B-3222-61575

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed February 4,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of February 4,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,814,549 1898-09-29 08/746,858 1896-11-18 LKSP{139USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-04-09

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent No. 2814549

Issue Date: September 29,1998
Application No. 08746858

Filed: November 18,1996

Attorney Docket No. B-3220615755

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

:DECISION GRANTING PETITION
:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)

11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

April 9,2012

This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and
this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print

and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.usplo.gov

ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS, LLP

1300 NORTH SEVENTEENTH STREET MAILED

SUITE 1800 ‘

ARLINGTON VA 22209-3873 JUN 06201}
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Application of

Young J. Lee et al. :

Application No. 08/746,981 : NOTICE
Patent No. 5,963,904 :

Filed: November 19, 1996

Attorney Docket No. 087.35020X00

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28 May 09, 2011.

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue patent under 37 CFR 1.56. 1098
Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended to
imply that an investigation was done.

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby NOT ACCEPTED.

The application file does not indicate a change of address has been filed in this case, although the
address given on the petition differs from the address of record. A change of address should be
filed in this case in accordance with MPEP 601.03. A courtesy copy of this decision is being
mailed to the address noted on the petition. However, until otherwise instructed, all future
correspondence regarding this application will be mailed solely to the address of record.

It appears that the petition was not properly signed by a person having authority to prosecute in
the above-identified patent. Therefore, the request can not be accepted at this time.

Petitioner’s attention is directed to 37 CFR 1.33(b), which states.

(b) Amendments and other papers. Amendments and other papers, except for written
assertions pursuant to § 1.27(c)(2)(ii) of this part, filed in the application must be signed by:

(1) A registered patent attorney or patent agent of record appointed in compliance with §
1.32(b);



Application No. 08/746,981 Page 2

(2) A registered patent attorney or patent agent not of record who acts in a representative
capacity under the provisions of § 1.34;

(3) An assignee as provided for under §3.71(b) of this chapter; or

(4) All of the applicants (§ 1.41(b)) for patent, unless there is an assignee of the entire
interest and such assignee has taken action in the application in accordance with § 3.71 of this
chapter.

Accordingly, the request cannot be accepted until it is signed by all inventors, an attorney /agent
who is registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or the assignee of the
entire interest. If the request is signed by an assignee, the assignee the assignee must comply
with the requirements of 37 CFR 3.73(b).

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-2783.

/Tredelle D. Jackson/
Paralegal Specialist
Office of Petitions

cc:  ACACIA RESEARCH GROUP LLC
‘ 500 NEWPORT CENTER DRIVE
7™ FLOOR
NEWPORT BEACH CA 92660
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS, LLP
1300 NORTH SEVENTEENTH STREET

SUITE 1800 MAILED
ARLINGTON VA 22209-3873

JUN 062Ut
OFFICE OF PETITIONS
In re Application of
Young J. Lee et al. :
Application No. 08/746,981 : NOTICE

Patent No. 5,963,904
Filed: November 19, 1996 :
Attorney Docket No. 087.35020X00

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28 May 09, 2011.

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue patent under 37 CFR 1.56. 1098
Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended to
imply that an investigation was done. .

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby NOT ACCEPTED.

The application file does not indicate a change of address has been filed in this case, although the
address given on the petition differs from the address of record. A change of address should be
filed in this case in accordance with MPEP 601.03. A courtesy copy of this decision is being
mailed to the address noted on the petition. However, until otherwise instructed, all future
correspondence regarding this application will be mailed solely to the address of record.

It appears that the petition was not properly signed by a person having authority to prosecute in
the above-identified patent. Therefore, the request can not be accepted at this time.

Petitioner’s attention is directed to 37 CFR 1.33(b), which states.

(b) Amendments and other papers. Amendments and other papers, except for written
assertions pursuant to § 1.27(c)(2)(ii) of this part, filed in the application must be signed by:

(1) A registered patent attorney or patent agent of record appointed in compliance with §
1.32(b); :
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(2) A registered patent attorney or patent agent not of record who acts in a representative
capacity under the provisions of § 1.34;

(3) An assignee as provided for under §3.71(b) of this chapter; or

(4) Allof the app]icants (§ 1.41(b)) for patent, unless there is an assignee of the entire
interest and such assignee has taken action in the application in accordance with § 3.71 of this
chapter.

Accordingly, the request cannot be accepted until it is signed by all inventors, an attorney /agent
who is registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or the assignee of the
entire interest. If the request is signed by an assignee, the assignee the a531gnee must comply
with the requirements of 37 CFR 3.73(b).

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-2783.

/Tredelle D. Jackson/
Paralegal Specialist
Office of Petitions

cc:  ACACIA RESEARCH GROUP LLC
500 NEWPORT CENTER DRIVE
7™ FLOOR
NEWPORT BEACH CA 92660 °



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,695,492 1897-12-09 08748056 1896-11-13 32028-00002

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) (® 11 %year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Heffrey W. Gluck/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-02-11

Name

Jeffrey W. Gluck

Registration Number

44457

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2693492
Issue Date: December 9,1997
ieati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08748056 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)
Filed: November 13,1996

Attorney Docket No. 1113PAT

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed February 11,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of February 11,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE =

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
P.O. Box 1450

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

Paper No. 9

ALAN BROWN
4220 Forwalt Pl.
Wilmington, NC 28409

MAILED
0CT 15 201p

In re Patent No. 5,695,492

Alan Brown :

Issue Date: March 25, 2003 : ON PETITION
Application No. 08/748,056 '
Filed: November 13, 1996

Title: LAMELLAR ILLUMINATION

APPARATUS FOR EYE SURGERY

This is in response to the PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY
DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR
1.378(b)) filed January 19, 2010. Theresa Metz appears to have
filed this petition on behalf of sole inventor Brown.

For the reasons stated herein, the petition is DISMISSED without
consideration on the merits.

Any request for reconsideration must be submitted within TWO (2)
MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. Extensions of time
under 37 C.F.R. §1.136(a) are not permitted. See 1.181(f).

37 CFR 1.33(b) provides that:

Amendments and other papers, except for written assertions
pursuant to § 1.27(c) (2) (ii) of this part, filed in the
application must be signed by:

(1) A patent practitioner of record appointed in
compliance with § 1.32(b);

(2) A patent practitioner not of record who acts in a
representative capacity under the provisions of § 1.34;
(3) An assignee as provided for under § 3.71(b) of this
chapter; or
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(4) All of the applicants (§ 1.41(b)) for patent, unless
there is an assignee of the entire interest and such
assignee has taken action in the application in accordance
with § 3.71 of this chapter.

Likewise, with respect to petitions filed under §1.378 to accept
delayed payment of maintenance fees, rule 1.378(d) specifically
provides that:

Any petition under this section must be signed by an
attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or
other party in interest.

The instant petition is signed by Theresa Metz. There is no
indication in the petition or in Office records that Ms. Metz is
either a registered patent practitioner, a joint inventor or an
assigneeyof the above-identified patent. Accordingly, it is
concluded that the petition is not acceptable as it is not
signed by a proper party. A petition signed by sole inventor
Alan Brown or another proper party is required for consideration
of this petition.

It is appropriate to advise petitioner that a showing of
docketing error may meet the burden of establishing that the
delay was “unavoidable,” provided it is shown that:

(A) the error was the cause of the delay at issue;

(B) there was in place a business routine for performing
the clerical function that could reasonably be relied upon
to avoid errors in its performance; and

(C) the employee was sufficiently trained and experienced
with regard to the function and routine for its performance
that reliance upon such employee represented the exercise
of due care.

A showing of unavoidable delay will require:

(1) evidence concerning the procedures in place-that should

have avoided the error resulting in the delay;

(2) evidence concerning the training and experience of the

persons responsible for the error; and

(3) copies of any applicable docketing records to show
~that the error was in fact the cause of the delay. See MPEP

§ 711.03(c), subsection II.C.2).
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As the attorneys of record are not in active status, this
decision is being mailed to the sole inventor, with a courtesy
copy being sent to the address set forth on the petition.
Patentee should promptly file a revocation of power of attorney
and change of address to ensure that future correspondence is
received.

Further correspondence with respect to this decision should be
addressed as follows:

By mail: Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents
P.0O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By fax: - (571) 273-8300
ATTN: Office of Petitions

By hand: Customer Service Window
Randolph Building
401 Dulany Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed
to the undersigned at (571) 272-3219.

ALAN BROWN

1717 Shipyard Boulevard
Suite 140

Wilmington NC 28403



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
P.0O. Box 1450

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov
Paper No.

ALAN BROWN
1717 Shipyard Boulevard _
Suite 140
Wilmington NC 28403 MAILED

MAR 28:2011

QFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,695,492

Alan Brown : :
Issue Date: March 25, 2003 : ON PETITION
Application No. 08/748,056

Filed: November 13, 1996

Title: LAMELLAR ILLUMINATION

APPARATUS FOR EYE SURGERY

This i1s in response to the “Petition to accept unavoidably
delayed payment of maintenance fee - January 19, 2010”7 filed
November 4, 2010. This also responds to the “request to
withdraw petition and request for refund of fees” filed February
11, 2011.

The petition is DISMISSED AS MOOT.

The requeét for refund is GRANTED.

By decision mailed October 15, 2010, the initial petition under
37 CFR 1.378(b) filed January 19, 2010 was dismissed without
consideration on the merits. The petition was not signed by a
proper party.

Prior to a decision being issued on this renewed petition,
patentee filed electronically a petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c).
This petition was granted by decision of record dated February
11, 2011. The 11 % year maintenance fee was thereby accepted
and the patent reinstated as of February 11, 2011.



Patent No. 5,695,492 Application No. 08/748,056 Page 2

In view thereof, consideration of this petition is unnecessary.
As such, the surcharge and maintenance fee ($2,755) paid January
15, 2010 in association with this petition is being refunded
under separate cover. (The surcharge and maintenance fees were
paid with the electronically filed petition on February 11,
2011). " )
Telephone inquirieés concerning this decision should be directed
to the undersigned at (571) 272-3219.

Setrid P€titions Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

6392538

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: May 21,2002

08748632 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 13,1996
Attorney Docket No. A6688

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed January 17,2011 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed paymentof the 7.5  year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of January 17,2011
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
6392538 2002-05-21 08748632 1896-11-13 ABGE8

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) (& 7 %year (2552)
O M%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/DJCushing/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-01-17

Name

David J. Cushing

Registration Number

28703

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
6243372 2001-06-05 08749105 1896-11-14 2111238

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
(® 7 %year (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Kendal M. Sheets/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-09-30

Name

Kendal M. Sheets

Registration Number

47077

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

6243372

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: June 5,2001

08749105 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 14,1996
Attorney Docket No. 211/238

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed October 4,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed paymentof the 7.5  year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of October 4,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5733580 1898-03-31 08749739 1896-11-15 NTSC-31138

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
O 11 Y% year (1553) ™ 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the

form of the signature

Signature JEdward Jorgenson Reg. #34194/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-02-13

Name EDWARD JORGENSON

Registration Number

34194

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5733590

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: March 31,1998

08749739 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 15,1996
Attorney Docket No. 116045-2

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed February 13,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of February 13,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

WALKER & JOCKE
231 SOUTH BROADWAY STREET
MEDINA OH 44256

In re Patent Number: 5958814

Issue Date: 09/28/1999

Application Number: 08/750585

Filing or 371(c) Date: 12/18/1996

For: COMPOSITE STRUCTURE
COMPRISING A COMPONENT OF
ELECTRO-CAST REFRACTORY AND
ELEMENTS HIGHLY RESISTANT TO
CORROSION AND EROSION

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
R P.0O. Bax 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

Paper No.

NOTICE

- MAILED
MAY 232011
OFFICE OF PETITIONS

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission, which is

treated under 37 CFR 1.28, filed on April 19, 2011.

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue patents under 37 CFR 1.56. 1098
Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended to

imply that an investigation was done.

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This application is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in

this patent must be paid at the large entity rate.

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersignéd at (571) 272-3231.

Whief
Douglas Wood

Attorney
Office of Petitions



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

MALED

JUN 2 12611
PANITCH SCHWARZE BELISARIO & NADEL LLP
ONE COMMERCE SQUARE QFRCE OF PETITIONS
2005 MARKET STREET, SUITE 2200 '
PHILADELPHIA PA 19103

In re Patent No. 5,826,873

Issue Date: October 27, 1998 :

Application No. 08/750,766 : DECISION ON PETITION
Filed: December 13, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 9764-1(1757/

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed May 05, 2011, to accept the
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

. This patent expired on October 27, 2010 for failure to pay the eleven and one-half year maintenance fee.
Since this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six-month grace period provided in
37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c).

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the mail date
of this decision.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the Michelle R. Eason at (571) 272-
4231.

The patent file is being forwarded to Files Repository.

Michelle R. Eason
Paralegal Specialist

Office of Petitions



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,904,537 1899-05-18 08/751,450 1896-11-18 LKSP{160USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-04-09

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5904537

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: May 18,1999

08751450 :DECISION GRANTING PETITION

Application No. ‘UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

Filed: November 18,1996
Attorney Docket No. 8792-016

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed April 9,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of April 9,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

MCANDREWS HELD & MALLOY, LTD

500 WEST MADISON STREET
SUITE 3400
CHICAGO IL 60661
MAILED
ocT 07 2011
QFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,835,295

Issued: November 10, 1998 :

Application No. 08/751,880 : NOTICE
Filed: November 18, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 15526US01

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28 filed September 1, 2011.

On September 1, 1998, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit held that 37 CFR 1.28(c) is
the sole provision governing the time for correction of the erroneous payment of the issue fee as
a small entity. See DH Technology v. Synergystex International, Inc. 154 F.3d 1333, 47
USPQ2d 1865 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 1, 1998).

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue applications under 37 CFR 1.56.
1098 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended
to imply that an investigation was done.

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This patent is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in this
patent must be paid at the large entity rate.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-
7751.

/Joan Olszewski/
Joan Olszewski
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5775988 1898-07-07 08751954 1896-11-18 0sB-014

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
O M%year  (1553) (® 11 %year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

HJeff Thompson/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-08-31

Name

Jeffrey L. Thompson

Registration Number

37025

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

5775988

In re Patent No.
Issue Date: July 7,1998

oot :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08751954 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: November 18,1996
Attorney Docket No.
This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed August 31,2010 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)

to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.
The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of August 31,2010
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5812511 1898-09-22 08751956 1896-11-18 ID012811

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

ISMG/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2011-02-18

Name

Steven M. Gruskin

Registration Number

36818

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent No, >812311

Issue Date: September 22,1998
Application No. 08751956

Filed: November 19,1996

Attorney Docket No. 43890/197

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

:DECISION GRANTING PETITION
:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

February 18,2011 under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

February 18,2011

This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and
this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print

and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

. Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office

. P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov
Paper 10
AVI| COHEN ' :
209 MELBOURNE ROAD MAI
GREAT NECK NY 11021 ] L.ED
FEB 03 2011
In re Patent No. 5,800,239 : OFFICE OF PETITIONS
Issue Date: September 1, 1998 :
Application No. 08/752,002 : ON PETITION

Filed: November 15, 1996
Title of Invention: BUILDING BLOCK TOY
SET

This is a decision on the petition filed June 21, 2010, under 37 CFR 1.378(b), to accept the
delayed payment of the maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is DISMISSED.

If reconsideration of this decision is desired, a petition for reconsideration under 37 CFR
1.378(e) must be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. No
extension of this'2-month time limit can be granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or (b). Any
such petition for reconsideration must be accompanied by the petition fee of $400.00 as
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(h). The petition for reconsideration should include an exhaustive
attempt to provide the lacking item(s) noted below, since, after a decision on the petition
for reconsideration, no further reconsideration or review of the matter will be undertaken
by the Commissioner.

The patent issued on September 1, 1998. The second maintenance fee due could have
been paid during the period from September 1, 2005 to March 1, 2006 or, with a surcharge
during the period from March 2, 2006 to September 1, 2006. Accordingly, this patent
expired on September 1, 2006, for failure to timely remit the second maintenance fee.

A petition to accept the delayed maintenance fee under 35 U.S.C. § 41(c ) and 37 CFR
1.378(b) must be accompanied by (1) an adequate, verified showing that the delay was
unavoidable, since reasonable care was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would
be paid timely and that the petition was filed promptly after the patentee was notified of,
or otherwise became aware of, the expiration of the patent, (2) payment of the appropriate
maintenance fee, unless previously submitted, and (3) payment of the surcharge set forth
in 37 CFR 1.20(1)(1).

This petition lacks item (1) above.

Petitioner, asserts that the delay was unavoidable because he did not receive notice of
maintenance fees due and thus did not know of the requirement to pay a maintenance
fee.
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The Commissioner may accept late payment of the maintenance fee if the delay is shown
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner to have been “unavoidable”.! A late maintenance
fee is considered under the same standard as that for reviving an abandoned application
under 35 U.S.C. § 133 because 35 U.S.C. § 41(c)(1) uses identical language (i.e.
“unavoidable delay”).? Decisions reviving abandoned applications have adopted the
reasonably prudent person standard in determining if the delay was unavoidable.? In this
regard: '

The word ‘unavoidable’ . . . is applicable to ordinary human affairs, and
requires no more or greater care or diligence than is generally used and
observed by prudent and careful men in relation to their most important
business. It permits them in the exercise of this care to rely upon the
ordinary and trustworthy agencies of mail and telegraph, worthy and reliable
employees, and such other means and instrumentalities as are usually
employed in such important business. If unexpectedly, or through the
unforeseen fault or imperfection of these agencies and instrumentalities,
there occurs a failure, it may properly be said to be unavoidable, all other
conditions of promptness in its rectification being present.*

As 35 U.S.C. § 41(c ) requires the payment of fees at specified intervals to maintain a
patent in force, rather than some response to a specific action by the Office under 35
U.S.C. § 133, areasonably prudent person in the exercise of due care and diligence would
have taken steps to ensure the timely payment of such maintenance fees.® That is, an
adequate showing that the delay was "unavoidable" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C.

§ 41(c) and 37 CFR 1.378(b)(3) requires a showing of the steps taken to ensure the timely
payment of the maintenance fees for this patent.®

The showing of record therefore has been considered, but petitioner’s lack of knowledge

135 U.S.C. § 41(c)(1).

2Ray v. Lehman, 55 F.3d 606, 608-09, 34 USPQ2d 1786, 1787 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (quoting In re Patent No.
4,409,763, 7 USPQ2d 1798, 1800 (Comm'r Pat. 1989)).

3

Ex parte Pratt, 1887 Dec. Comm'r Pat. 31, 32-33 (Comm’r Pat. 1887)(the term “unavoidable” “is applicable
to ordinary human affairs, and requires no more or greater care or diligence than is generally used by prudent and
careful men in relation to their most important business”).

‘In re Mattullath, 38 App. D.C. 497, 514-15 (1912)(quoting Ex parte Pratt, 1887 Dec. Comm’r Pat. 31, 32-33
(1887)); see also Winkler v. Ladd, 221 F. Supp. 550, 5§52, 138 USPQ 666, 167-68 (D.D.C. 19863), affd, 143 USPQ
172 (D.C. Cir. 1963); Ex parte Henrich, 1913 Dec. Comm'r Pat. 139, 141 (1913). In addition, decisions on revival are
made on a “case-by-case basis, taking all the facts and circumstances into account.” Smith v. Mossinghoff, 671
F.2d 533, 538, 213 USPQ 977, 982 (D.C. Cir. 1982). Finally, a petition cannot be granted where a petitioner has
failed to meet his or her burden of establishing that the delay was “unavoidable.” Haines v. Quigg, 673 F. Supp. 314,
316-17, 5 USPQ2d 1130, 1131-32 (N.D. Ind. 1987).

SRay, 55 F.3d at 609, 34 USPQ2d at 1788.
bd.
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of the need to pay a maintenance fee does not rise to the level of unavoidable delay.’

Under the statutes and regulations, the lack of knowledge of the requirement to pay the
maintenance is not unavoidable. The requirement to pay maintenance fees is printed on
the face of the patent and even in the absence of being told or even reminded of the need
to pay the maintenance fees to maintain the patent in full force and effect, if the patent
owner had read the patent, he would have known of the maintenance fee requirements.
Furthermore, under the statutes and regulations, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) has no duty to notify patentee of the requirement to pay maintenance fees or to
notify patentee when the maintenance fee is due. It is solely the responsibility of the
patentee to assure that the maintenance fee is paid timely to prevent expiration of the
patent. The failure to receive a reminder notice and the lack of knowledge of the
requirement to pay the maintenance fee will not shift the burden of monitoring the time for
payment a maintenance fee from the patentee to the USPTO.

Finally, the address in the petition is different than the correspondence address of record
in the file. A courtesy copy of this decision will be mailed to petitioner. All future
correspondence, however, will be mailed solely to the correspondence address of record.
If the change of correspondence address is to be filed by an assignee, the assignee must
establish its right to take action in accordance with 37 CFR 3.73. If petitioner desires to
receive future correspondence regarding any Maintenance Fee Reminder which may be
mailed concerning this patent, a Fee Address should be submitted to Maintenance Fee
Division.
Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:
By mail: Mail Stop Petitions

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria VA 22313-1450

By FAX: (571) 273-8300
Attn: Office of Petitions

Telephone inquiries concerning this matter may be directed to the undersigned Petitions
Aftorney at (57/1) 272-3212.

Patricia Faisoh-Ball
Senior Petitions Attorney
Office of Petitions

7& In Re Patent No. 4,409,763, 7 USPQ2d 1798 (Comm'r Pat. 1988), affd Rydeen v. Quigg, 748 F.
Supp. 900, 16 USPQ2d 1876 (D.D.C. 1990); affd without opinion (Rule 36), 937 F.2d 623 (Fed. Cir. 1991), cert.
denied, 60 U.S.L.W. 3520 (January 27, 1992). See also “Final Rules for Patent Maintenance Fees 49 Fed. Re Reg.
34716, 34722-23 (Aug. 31, 1984).
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,851,897 1898-12-22 08/752,194 1896-11-18 LKSP{144USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-04-03

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent No. 2831897

Issue Date: December 22,1998
Application No. 08752194

Filed: November 18,1996

Attorney Docket No. 8792-017

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

:DECISION GRANTING PETITION
:UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)

,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)

11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

April 3,2012

This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and
this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print

and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.
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Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

WWW.USptO.gOV

FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI, LLP MAILED
1301 MCKINNEY 06T 07 2011
SUITE 5100 ~
HOUSTON TX 77010-3095 QFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,767,398

Issue Date: June 16, 1998 :

Application No. 08/753,142 : NOTICE
Filed: November 20, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. P-01351

This is a notice regarding your request for acceptance of a fee deficiency submission under 37
CFR 1.28 filed September 21, 2011. On September 1, 1998, the Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit held that 37 CFR 1.28(c) is the sole provision governing the time for correction of the
erroneous payment of the issue fee as a small entity. See DH Technology v. Synergystex
International, Inc. 154 F.3d 1333, 47 USPQ2d 1865 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 1, 1998).

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue applications under 37 CFR 1.56.
1098 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended
to imply that an investigation was done.

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby accepted. The petition is
GRANTED.

This application is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in
this application must be paid at the large entity rate.

The application file does not indicate a change of address has been filed in this case, although the
address given on the petition differs from the address of record. A change of address should be
filed in this case in accordance with MPEP 601.03. A courtesy copy of this decision is being
mailed to the address noted on the petition. However, until otherwise instructed, all future
correspondence regarding this application will be mailed solely to the address of record.

This file is being forwarded to Files Repository.
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Telephone inquiries related to this decision should be directed to the Kimberly Inabinet at (571)
272-4618.

/Kimberly Inabinet/
Kimberly Inabinet
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

cc: Derrick A. Pizarro
Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated
112 East Pecan Street, Suite 1800
San Antonio, TX 78205-1536



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

CAROL W. BURTON

HOLLAND & HART

555 17TH STREET SUITE 3200 MAILED
P.0O. BOX 8749

DENVER, CO 80201-8749 AUG 112011

OFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,882,531

Issue Date: March 16, 1999 ' :

Application No. 08/754,098 : NOTICE
Filed: November 13, 1996 : .

Patentee(s): Joseph D. Cohen

This is a Notice regarding your letter filed on July 27, 2011, which is being treated as a request
for acceptance of a fee deficiency under 37 CFR 1.28(c).

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue applications under 37 CFR 1.56.
1098 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothlng in this Notice is intended to
imply that an investigation was done. A

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28(c) is hereby ACCEPTED. Therefore, status
as a small entity has been removed.

Additionally, it is noted that the present request is not signed by an attorney of record. However,
in accordance with 37 CFR 1.34(a), the signature of Gregory P. Durbin appearing on the request
shall constitute a representation to the United States Patent and Trademark Office that he is
authorized to represent the particular party in whose behalf he acts. Therefore, since the
address given in the present request differs from the correspondence address of record, a
courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to the address given in the request.

Inquiries related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3226.

[Andrea Smith/.
Andrea Smith
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

cc: Gregory P. Durbin
151 Wynkoop, Suite 600
Denver, CO 80202
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Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

COLLARD & ROE

10177 NORTHERN BOULEVARD

ROSLYN, NY 11576 MA”.ED
FEB 282011

In re Patent No: 5,863,253 : OFFICE OF

Issue Date : January 26, 1999 : PETITIONS

Application No. 08/755,175 - : NOTICE

Filed: November 25, 1996 :
Attorney Docket No. ROHS-ET-AL.- : ‘ i

This is a notice regarding your renewed request under 37 CFR 1.28 for acceptance of a fee deficiency
submission filed February 8, 2011.

The Office no longer investigates or rejects original or reissue patent under 37 CFR 1.56. 1098 Off.
Gaz. Pat. Office 502 (January 3, 1989). Therefore, nothing in this Notice is intended to imply that
an investigation was done.

There is no indication that the request is signed by a registered patent attorney or patent agent of
record. However, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.34, the signature of Ms. Dianna Goldenson
appearing on the correspondence shall constitute a representation to the United States Patent and
Trademark Office that he is authorized to represent the particular party on whose behalf she acts. If,
Ms. Goldenson desires to receive correspondence regarding this file, the appropriate power of

- attorney documents must be submitted. A courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to Ms.
Goldenson, the petitioner herein. However, until otherwise instructed, all future correspondence
regarding this application file will be directed solely to the above-noted correspondence address of
record.’ ’

Your fee deficiency submission under 37 CFR 1.28 is hereby ACCEPTED.

This patent is no longer entitled to small entity status. Accordingly, all future fees paid in this patent
must be paid at the large entity rate.

Inquiriesv related to this communication should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-6059.

Alicia Kelley
Petitions Examiner
Qfﬁce of Petitions

cc: DIANNA GOLDENSON
MERCHANT & GOULD PC
P.0.BOX 2903
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-0903



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

NIXON & VANDERHYE, PC

901 NORTH GLEBE ROAD, 11TH FLOOR MAILED
ARLINGTON VA 22203 AUG 172011
QFFICE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,826,705

Issue Date: October 27, 1998 . :

Application No. 08/755,599 :  DECISION ON PETITION
Filed: November 25, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 2027-5

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.59(b), filed July 28, 2011, to expunge
information from the above identified application.

The petition is dismissed.

Petitioner requests that documents filed electronically on July 28, 2011, be expunged from the
record.

The petition is deficient because the petition was filed after issuance of the above identified
application. The petition was filed July 28, 2011 and the application issued as a patent on
October 27, 1998. Petitions to expunge filed under 37 CFR 1.59 cannot be granted in a patented
file.

Telephone inquiries concerning this communication should be directed to Carl Friedman at (571)
272-6842.

=
Carl Friedman

Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions
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Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
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MAILED

NIXON & VANDERHYE, PC 282011
901 NORTH GLEBE ROAD, 11TH FLOOR SEP
ARLINGTON VA 22203 QFFCE OF PETITIONS

In re Patent No. 5,826,705

Issue Date: October 27, 1998 :

Application No. 08/755,599 : DECISION ON PETITION
Filed: November 25, 1996 :

Inventor: Earl A. Ramsey et al.

This is a decision on the Petition Under 37 CFR 1.182 to Expunge Documents, filed August 25,
2011, which is being treated as a petition under 37 CFR 1.182 to invalidate an assignment
previously recorded against the above-identified application. :

The petition is dismissed. This is not a final agency action.

Petitioner indicates an assignment recorded on July 28, 2011 contains confidential business
information and requests this assignment record be expunged from the file. The petition
indicates that a correct assignment was recorded on August 24, 2011.

Petitioner states the assignment document to be expunged contains confidential business
information but does not explain what this information is and where it is located in the
document.

In situations where a recorded assignment contains personal identification information, trade
secrets or other confidential information, and applicants wish to expunge the document the
corrective procedure includes the filing of a corrective assignment which is a copy of the
previous assignment with the confidential information redacted. Instead, petitioner recorded a
“correct assignment” which, upon review, is a totally different document from the one to be
expunged. This is not an acceptable corrective assignment.

As set forth in MPEP 323, an error in a recorded assignment is not corrected by invalidating the
previous document, but by simply submitting a “corrective document”. The “corrective
document” must include 1) a copy of the original assignment document with the corrections
made therein. The corrections must be initialed and dated by the party conveying the interest;
and 2) a new Recordation Form Cover Sheet (form PTO-1595). The new recordation form
cover sheet must identify the submission as a “corrective document” submission and indicate the
reel and frame number where the incorrectly recorded assignment document appears. The person
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signing the new recordation form cover sheet must state that the information provided on the new
cover sheet is true and correct and that any copy submitted is a true copy of the original
document. The original cover sheet should be submitted with the corrective document. The
corrective document will be recorded and given a new reel and frame number and recording date.
The recording fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.21(h) is required for each patent application and patent
against which the corrective document is being recorded. See MPEP § 302.06. Petitioner should
note that the “assignment documents” and “corrective documents” are not limited to

assignments, but include any documents affecting title to a patent or application. See MPEP §
313. '

‘Telephone inquiries concerning this communication should be directed to Carl Friedman at
(571)272-6842. '

W

Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions
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Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
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NIXON & VANDERHYE, PC

901 NORTH GLEBE ROAD, 11TH FLOOR
ARLINGTON VA 22203 MA' LED
NOV 08 2011
In re Patent No. 5,826,705 . OFFICE OF PETITIONS
Issue Date: October 27, 1998 : :
"Application No. 08/755,599 : DECISION ON PETITION

Filed: November 25, 1996
Inventor: Earl A. Ramsey et al.

This is a decision on the Response to Decision on Petition, filed October 6, 2011 which is being
treated as a renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.182 to invalidate an assignment previously
recorded against the above-identified application.

The petition is dismissed.

Petitioner indicates an assignment recorded on July 28, 2011 contains confidential business
information and requests this assignment record be expunged from the file. The petition states
that a correct assignment was recorded on August 24, 2011.

The initial petition filed August 25, 2011 was dismissed in a decision mailed September 28,
2011. That decision indicated that the corrective assignment document filed by petitioner on
August 24, 2011 was not a proper corrective assignment as it was not a copy of the assignment to
be expunged with the confidential business information redacted. The corrective assignment
filed on August 24, 2011 was a completely different document.

The instant renewed petition includes a copy of what appears to be a proper corrective
assignment. However, Office records show that petitioner has not yet filed this corrective
assignment with the Office. The undersigned is not authorized to file the corrective assignment
included with the renewed petition for petitioner. Without a proper corrective assignment filed,
the petition cannot be granted.

Telephone inquiries concerning this communication should be directed to Carl Friedman at
(571)272-6842. '

Carl Friedman

Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,801,580 1898-09-01 08/756,792 1896-11-26 LKSP{134USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-04-09

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.

EFS - Web 22




Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 22



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2801580
Issue Date: September 1,1998
ieati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08756792 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(c)
Filed: November 26,1996

Attorney Docket No. B-3204-61576

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed April 9,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of April 9,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5,721,168 1898-02-24 08/757,102 1896-12-02 LKSPO111USA

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3 Y year (1551) O 3 Yz year (2551)
O 7 Vayear (1552) O 7 Ve year (2552)
® 11 Y% year (1553) O 11 Y2 year (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

O A sole patentee

O A joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.

A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O
O

The assignee of record of the entire interest

EFS - Web 22



PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

Minston Hsu/f

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2012-02-04

Name

Winston Hsu

Registration Number

41526

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause

delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

In re Patent No. 2721168
Issue Date: February 24,1998
icati :DECISION GRANTING PETITION
Application No. 08757102 "UNDER 37 CFR 1.378(0)
Filed: December 2,1996

Attorney Docket No. TSAI-P960205

This is a decision on the electronic petition, filed February 4,2012 ,under 37 CFR 1.378(c)
to accept the unintentionally delayed payment of the 11.5 year maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is GRANTED.

The maintenance fee is accepted, and the above-identified patent reinstated as of February 4,2012
This decision also constitutes notice that the fee has been accepted. An electronic copy of the petition and

this decision has been created as an entry in the Image File Wrapper. Nevertheless, petitioner should print
and retain an independent copy.

Telephone inquiries related to this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

‘www.uspto.gov

MAILED

UG 11201
BAKER AND DANIELS T
JOHN F HOFFMAN A OFFICE OF PETITIONS
111 EAST WAYNE STREET
SUITE 800

FORT WAYNE, IN 46802

In re Patent No. 5,927,671

Issue Date: July 27, 1999 :

Application No. 08/757,437 : ON PETITION
Filed: November 27, 1996 :

Attorney Docket No. 1548-3707

This is a decision in response to a petition filed July 19, 2011, under 37 CFR 1.378(c), to accept
the unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent.

The petition is DISMISSED as being moot.

A review of the record indicates that this patent issued on July 27, 1999. The maintenance fee
window opened on July 27, 2010, the surcharge grace period for the 11 % year maintenance fee
window opened on January 28, 2011 and would expire on July 27, 2011 at midnight. However,
the 11 2 year maintenance fee of $2,055 and surcharge of $65 were timely submitted on July 15,
2011. :

Therefore, this patent is not in fact expired.

While the petition is dismissed as being moot, petitioners attention is directed to 37 CFR
1.378(d), which states that any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent -
registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee(s), the
assignee, or other party of interest as established by 37 CFR 3.73(b)'. Petitioner has not
established that the person who signed the petition form, Patrick Molla, is authorized to sign on
behalf of the patentee(s), assignee, or other party of interest.

137 CFR 3.73(b) provides that: (1) when an assignee seeks to take action in a matter before the Office, the assignee must establish its ownership of the
property to the satisfaction of the Commissioner; (2) ownershiF is established by submitting to the Office, in the Office file related to the matter in which
action is sought to be taken, documentary evidence of a chain of title from the original owner-to the ass(i’gnee (e.g., copy of an executed assignment
submitted for recording) or by specifyin% (e.g., reel and frame number) where such evidence is recorded in the Office; (3) the submission establishin
ownership must be signed by a party authorized to act on behalf of the assignee; and (42 documents submitted to establish ownership may be required to be
recorded as a condition to permitting the assignee to take action in a matter pending before the Office.



Patent No. 5,927,671 Page 2

In view of the above, 11 ¥ year maintenance fee of $2,055 and surcharge of $65 will be properly
applied to the patent. The overpayment of $1,575 will be refunded to petitioner in due course.

Inquiries concerning this decision may be directed to the undersigned at (57 1) 272-6059.

/A. Kelley-Collier/
Alicia Kelley-Collier
Petitions Examiner
Office of Petitions

cc: PATRICK MOLLA
7020040 CANADA INC. 819
74 FELIX LECLERC
GATINEU, QC J9H 6Y2 CANADA
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Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN
EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c))

Issue Date Application Filing Date . .
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Docket Number (if applicable)
5671249 1897-09-23 08757484 1896-11-27 30019.25USF1

CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number and (2) the application number|
of the actual U.S. application leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR
1.366(c) and (d).
SMALL ENTITY

|:| Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS
|:| Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)

NOT Small Entity Small Entity
Fee Code Fee Code
O 3%year (1551) O 3%year (2551)
O 7Veyear (1552) () 7 Vayear (2552)
® 11%year  (1553) O 11 Yyear (2553)
SURCHARGE

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(iX2) (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment
of the maintenance fee.

MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1.20(e}-(g})
The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition.

STATEMENT
THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE DELAY IN PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE TO THIS PATENT WAS
UNINTENTICNAL

PETITIONER(S) REQUEST THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE PATENT
REINSTATED

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

37 CFR 1.378(d) states: “Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent
and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest.”

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am

@ An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office

(O Asole patentee

joint patentee; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all the other patentees.
A joint patentee; | certify that | thorized to sign thi bmissi behalf of all the oth tent:
O A joint patentee; all of whom are signing this e-petition

O The assignee of record of the entire interest
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PTO/SB/66 (03-09)

Approved for use through 43/31/2012. OMB 06851-0016
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of infermation unless it displays valid OMB control number.

Patent Practitioner

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 10.18. Please see 37 CFR 1.4{d) for the
form of the signature

Signature

/Kendal M. Sheets/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

2010-10-08

Name

Kendal M. Sheets

Registration Number

47077

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/
or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. This form can only be used when in conjunction with EFS-Web. If this form is mailed to the USPTO, it may cause
delays in reinstating the patent.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of
the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b}2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your
submissicn, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request
involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member
with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, cor
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
reccmmend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published applicaticn, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent No. °671249

Issue Date: September 23,1997
Application No. 08757484

Fil